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HfaboBah fire rockets into ‘Security Zone* 

MARIA YOUN, Lebanon (R) — Hizboliah guerrillas fired Katyusha 
rockets into brad's “seamry zone" in Sooth Lebanon during the night 
after a day of fierce Israeli air and ground txxnbardmcB t , security sources 
safcT Saturday. They sad at least seven rockets hit the town of Marjayoun 
shortly before raid night but reported no casualti es, Hizboliah radio e nd 
the guerrillas also fired Katyushas at “military ins tallations " in two other 
ferarfj-occnpied towns. Israeli beltcopten, mii« and artillery Masted 
Iqfcn A1 Toofafa ridge Friday after one soldier was wounded in HizboBah 
shelling on an feraefi post on the tip of the buffer enclave. About 250 
$beQ$ bit the Hizbotiah-held ridge, wounding one civilian. Sources 
expected an upsurge in Hizbodab’s hit-and-run on Israeli forces 
the coining RKHKfa. They said the attacks would mark the first anniversaiy 
of the tiffing of Hizboliah chief Sheikh Abbas Musawi and his wife and 
son m an Israeli helicopter ambush last Feb. 16. 
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Sudan, Egypt to discuss dispute 

KHARTOUM CAP) — Egyptian and Sudanese officials wifi meet in 
Khartoum ocxi month in an attempt to settle a border dispute, a senior 
Sudanese official said Saturday. By agreeing to attend the meeting, Sudan 
seems to have dropped a condition that Egyptian troops be withdrawn 
from the disputed area before negotiations begin. A joint committee 
formed to negotiate a settlement met twice last year but failed to make 
any progress. Quoted by the state-run Sudan News Agency (SUNA). 
Gotbi Mahdi. acting under-secretary at the Ministry or Foreign Affairs, 
said the meeting was arranged at the mediation of Syria. Libya and the 
PLO. “Some success has been recorded in reactivating the situation at the 
level of relation with sister Egypt," as a result of the mediation by the 
titree powers, Mr. Mahdi said. Mr. Mahdi did not give an exact date for 
the meeting nor he provided any further details. Egyptian officials were 
not immediately available for comment. 
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: . Iraqi rebels claim 
breaching dams 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iraqi Shiite 
Muslim rebels claimed Saturday 
that they breached sand dams in 
J' southern Iraq in- an effort to 
sabotage Baghdad’s efforts to 
; drain marshlands. The largest 

/ Shiite rebel group, the Supreme 

Council of the Islamic Revolution 
in Iraq, said its guerrillas 
'•'opened holes” in several dams 
■ in A1 Amarah province dose to 
: - rfae Iranian border. "Water 
started Sowing ... which made 
die regime attack these areas 
tiring artillery and tanks," the 
group said in a telefax from its 
■' ■ . headquarters in Tehran. "Coun- 
-■ “ til sources asserted that the Isla- 
mic resistance repulsed and stop- 
ped these attacks," it said, 
adding: “The clashes are still 
Continuing." It claimed five gov- 
ernment .military vehicles were 
destroyed and more than 50 army 
troops tilled, with “large num- 
I bers" more wounded. ' 

Kuwait starts 
diplomatic drive 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s Fore- 
’ l ~ ign Minister Sheikh Sabah A1 
Ahmad A1 Jaber Ai Sabah star- 
ted a tour of 13 countries in the. 
Middle Hast, Asia and Africa 
Saturday to rally support follow- 
ing a month of heightened ten- 
sion with Iraq. The official 
f Kuwaiti News Agency (KUNA) 
said Sheikh Sabah arrived in 
Saudi Arabia on the first leg of 
his tour to explain Kuwait's posi- 
- tion during the crisis with its 
northern neighbour. It quoted 
Sheikh Sabah as saying upon 
arriving in Riyadh that be was 
carrying a letter from Kuwait’s 
Emir Sheikh Jaber AI Ahmad AI 
Sabah to Saudi King Fahd on 
U.N. moves to ensure an Iraqi 
compliance with Gulf war cease- 
fire resolution. 

U.N. keeps door open 
for Khmer Rouge 

PHNOM PENH (AP) — The 
United Nations will continue to 
hold the door open for the rebel 
} •• Khmer Rouge faction to join the 
: U.N. peacekeeping operation, 

U.N. chief Yasushi Akashi said 
Saturday. “U.N. Resolution 792 
calls upon us to continue the 
dialogue and keep the door open 
as king as passible for the (Khmer 
Rouge),” Mr. Akashi said after 
returning from a meeting in Beij- 
ing of the Cambodian Supreme 
National Council. The historic 
nine-hour meeting set May 23 as 
Ae date for U.N. -supervised 
elections, which will go ahead 
without tim Khmer Rouge, which 
dropped out of the peace forces 
tost June and has since refused to 
rejoin. 

Queen wants dialogue 
with Labour Party 

CONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Queen EJizalxttb is seeking to set 
up a regular dialogue with the 
left-wing Labour Party in what 
newspapers say is an attempt to 
Broaden her understanding of the 
mood of the people. The queen, 
who tracfitionaliy has a weekly 
audience with the prime minister, 
also wants to establish regular 
meetings with the leader of the 
main opposition party, a Buck- 
ingham Palace spokesman said 
Saturday. 

Saudi envoy visits 
Yemen on dispute 

SANAA (R) — Saudi Arabia's 
King Fahd sent a letter to Ye- 
men’s President AH Abdullah 
Saleh Saturday on talks to settle a 
border dispute and improve 
strained relations. Officials said 
the letter was delivered by Saudi 
Education Minister Abdul Aziz 
AI Abdullah. They quoted Mr. 
Saleh as idling the Saudi minister 
that Yemen was keen to improve 
ties with the kingdom. Yemen 
. . - and Saudi Arabia are negotiating 
to settle a dispute over a poten- 
. daily oil -rich border region. 
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Two Israeli soldiers 
killed in Gaza attack 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Masked assailants 
ambushed an Israeli jeep shoot- 
ing and killing two soldiers and 
wounding a third in the occupied 
Gaza Strip Saturday, the army 
and Arab reports said. 

Curfew restrictions were 
damped on the Khan Yunis area 
immediately after the early morn- 
ing shooting. 

Arab reports said a five-year- 
old girl was shot and wounded 
when troops opened fire on 
alleged curfew violators in Khan 
Yunis. They said the girl was 
struck in the ear by a bullet. 

Fourteen other Palestinian 
youths were wounded by gunfire 
or beatings in dashes after a 
second ambush cm soldiers in 
J&balya refugee camp- in which 
none of the troops were injured, 
the reports said. 

The reported deaths were 
Israel’s first casualties in Gaza 
since mid-December when the 
occupation authorities expelled 
415 Palestinians to Lebanon. 

Israel has rejected internation- 
al appeals to return the men 
home. The men were accused of 
fomenting violence as members 
of Muslim fundamentalist move- 
ments opposed to the Middle 
East peace talks. 

The military censor ordered a 


delay in reporting Saturday’s vio- 
lence so that families of the dead 
could be notified. 

The army said footprints from 
the ambush site led to Khan 
Yunis. 

In Rafah, in the southern Gaza 
Strip, member of Qassam Bri- 
gade, a unit of the fundamentalist 
Hamas movement, shot rifles into 
the air and declared over louds- 
peakers that they had killed two 
Israeli soldiers. Crowds re- 
sponded with cheering and Isla- 
mic chants. 

Palestinian sources said sol- 
diers broke into two schools in 
the Jabaiya refugee camp in 
northern Gaza, shooting and 
wounding six students in a boys 
high school and beating several 
pupils at an elementary school. 

The army said the ambush was 
at 5 JO a.m. (03:30 GMT) Satur- 
day. They said gunfire was aimed 
at an army jeep at the edge of the 
Ganei Tal settlement near Khan 
Yunis. 

“Two soldiers seated on the 
front seat of the jeep were im- 
mediately hit at the outset of tire 
attack," and were killed, an army 
statement said. 

It said that a third soldier in the 
back seat was lightly wounded 
and that he “opened fire and 


charged towards them (the 
assailants) and ran to get help." 

The assailants were not caught, 
an army official said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity in keep- 
ing with military regulations. 

A curfew was clamped on 
Khan Yunis after the shooting, 
the army said. 

Arab reports said a five-year- 
old girl, Elham Bakr, was struck 
by a bullet in the ear when 
soldiers opened fire at alleged 
curfew violators. The army was 
checking. 

Later an army outpost was 
ambushed by gunfire from a car 
in Jabaiya refugee camp in north- 
ern Gaza. The troops opened fire 
but the assailants fled, apparently 
unarmed, the army said. 

In ensuing clashes in and near 
Jabaiya, 14 youths were injured 
by gunfire or beatings, Arab re- 
ports said. 

The Gaza Strip is home to 
some 750,000 Palestinians and 
about 6,000 Jewish settlers. It has 
been a constant scene of Arab- 
Israeli violence and dashes have 
occurred on a daily basis since 
last month’s expulsions. 

The Israeli high court Thursday 
unanimously upheld the expul- 
sion of the men, fuelling Arab 
anger and demands for U.N. 
sanctions against Israel. 


U.S. said to have put Israel 
on notice over expulsions 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U .S. Secretary of State Warren 
M. Christopher has warned Israel 
that tiie crisis over Palestinians 
expelled to Lebanon conld 
jeopardise Middle East peace 
talks, the Washington Post re- 
ported Saturday. , 

Mr. Christopher sent a note to 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin on Thursday night, which 
U.S. Ambassador William Har- 
rop delivered Friday morning. 
Mr. Christopher later talked with 
Mr. Rabin by telephone. 

State Department sources in 
Washington, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, told the 
Associated Press that while no- 
thing was decided, it was “a , 
and Tong conversation” and 1 
er conversations would likely fol- 
low this weekend. 

Mr. Christopher is scheduled 
to meet Monday with U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
in New York. 

U.S. State Department spokes- 
man Richard Boucher told repor- 
ters Friday that Mr. Christopher’s 
message to Mr. Rabin was not 
“tough.” But the Post quoted 
sources as saying that Mr. Rabin 
was put on notice that how he 


deals with the evictees in the next 
few days would determine 
whether the U.S. -sponsored 
Mideast peace process can con- 
tinue. 

Israel also is facing posable 
U.N. sanctions for refusing to 
comply with a Security Council 
resolution calling for the repatria- 
tion of the men. 

Mr. Christopher, the Post re- 
ported, also told Mr. Rabin that 
the Clinton administration does 
not want to be put in the position 
of having to veto a U.N. resolu- 
tion imposing such sanctions. 

“The message was that we 
want to help, but we can’t unless 
Israel does something to help 
ns,” one source told the Post. 

“Moreover, Christopher made 
dear that a token gesture won’t 
do. It must be something suffi- 
ciently conciliatory to relieve the 
pressure on the Arab states and 
their allies at the United Nations 
so the drive for sanctions can be 
sidetracked,” that source said. 

Prospects for a compromise 
emerged Friday when Israeli offi- 
cials said they were reviewing the 
cases again and that more of the 
men may be allowed to return to 
Israel. 


Israel has admitted that 16 of 
the 415 initial evictees were sent 
away in error; 14 have returned. 

Israel’s envoy to the United 
Nations expressed doubt the Jew- 
ish state will be able to block an 
Arab effort to impose U.N. sanc- 
tions against it. 

“I am a little bit worried about 
the Security Council,” said 
Ambassador Gad Yaacobi about 
efforts by Israel and Washington 
to forestall sanctions. 

“We are struggling here day by 
day and hour by hour until the 
Security Cornual will be con- 
vened,” he told Israel Radio. 

Mr. Yaacobi said: “It looks 
now that on Monday they’ll start 
consultations and perhaps on 
Tuesday or even later the Secur- 
ity Council will be convened to 
discuss our matter.” 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said Saturday that 
Israel was looking for a solution 
to the standoff and acknowledged 
that tire issue threatened the fu- 
ture of the peace talks. 

Other Isreali officials said a 
possible compromise could be 
Mr. Rabin’s promise to review 

(Continued on page 5) 


Hamdoun calls for balanced 
U.S. stand towards Iraq 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq's ambassador to the United 
Nations. Nizar Hamdoun, was 
quoted in an Iraqi newspaper 
Saturday as urging the new Clin- 
ton administration to take a ba- 
lanced Stance towards his coun- 
try. 

Mr. Hamdoun told the AI Iraq 
newspaper that “reasonable and 
balanced solutions for matters 
will satisfy all the parties, includ- 
ing Iraq." 

He stud there were indications 
of “a reasonable development” 
in U.S. policy towards Iraq but 
added that it was “too early to 
stress that opinion.” 

Mr. Hamdoun, who is in Bagh- 
dad for consultations, repeated 
Iraq’s “preparedness to find 
peaceful solutions to all pending 
issues.” He did not elaborate. 

He repeated Iraq’s call for “di- 
alogue and negotiations” instead 
of force. 

Iraq has long held that rela- 
tions with the United States were 
soured by a “personal vendetta” 
by former President George Bod) 
against Iraqi leader Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

The country announced a un- 
ilateral “ceasefire” in the air ex- 
clusion zones patrolled by West- 


ern jets in northern and southern 
Iraq on Jan. 19 in honour of the 
new president. 

The ceasefire was declared af- 
ter a series of dashes in the zones 
with U.S. jets patrolling the 
areas. 

Iraq has since taken a concilia- 
tory stand towards the United 
States, urging Mr. Clinton to 
change American policy towards 
the country. 

Still, Mr. Hamdoun noted that 
“the last American aggression on 
Iraq provoked many reactions 
and questions regarding the ille- 
gality of this aggressive act." 

It was an apparent reference to 
criticism by Russian hardliners of 
U.S. attacks on Iraqi missiles and 
suspected nuclear sites. 

He repeated that Iraq consid- 
ers the “no-fly” zones a violation 
of its sovereignty and an effort by 
the West to partition the country. 
Mr. Hamdoun also argued that 
they were not authorised by the 
United Nations. 

The United States and its 
Western allies say they have au- 
thority under U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 688, which, 
“condemns the repression” of 
Iraqi civilians, but others have 
whether the resolu- 


tion authorises enforcement mea- 
sures. 

This theme was echoed Satur- 
day by AI Jumbouriyeh newspap- 
er which said the attacks on Iraq 
were “a sharp challenge to the 
United Nations." 

It asked why resolutions 
against Iraq were being enforced 
while Israel was allowed to ignore 
a U.N- order to repatriate some 
400 Palestinians it expelled to 
South Lebanon last month. It 
cited, too, the plight of the Mus- 
lims in Bosaia-Herzegovina. 

The United Nations, it said, 
‘Tails under tire mercy of the 
strong ones and is a means to 
achieve their political goals.” 
The newspaper also railed 
against the U.N. Security Council 
decision earlier in the week to 
extend the embargo against Iraq 
for two more months. 

The paper argued that the 
embargo, which prevents Iraq 
from exporting oil or buying any- 
thing but necessities, “is making 
deeper the economic crisis which 
the United States and the Euro- 
pean countries are suffering.” 

It said that Iraq used to import 
goods valued at $18 billion to $25 

( Continue d on page 3) 



UNUSUAL MEETING: Palestinian leader Yas- Dayan's book "My Father, His Daughter," which 
ser Arafat and Israeli Labour Party parfiamenta- die presented to Mr. Arafat during a meeting in 
nan Yael Dayan Friday display a copy of Ms. Tunis (AFP photo) 


Premier urges fairness, strict 
rules in civil service hirings 

1 1 -point directive issued to departments 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Satur- 
day urged departments con- 
cerned with filling positions in 
government offices to be fair and 
to offer jobs to those with the 
right qualifications in accordance 
with the relevant regulations and 
rules. 

The prime minister demanded 
that the names of those selected 
to fill certain posts be published 
in the press so that any citizen 
feeling that he was unfairly tre- 
ated can complain to the con- 
cerned authorities. 


Sharif Zeid was speaking at a 
meeting in his office with the 
heads of the Audit Bureau, the 
Civil Service Commission (CSC) 
and the Administration Control 
and Inspection Bureau (ACIB). 
He urged the officials to maintain 
dose coordination and coopera- 
tion in all matters related to 
hiring people to civil service. 

The meeting and the prime 
minister's instructions came on 
the eve of the start of filling posts 
in government offices as 
approved in the past week by the 
Council of Ministers. 


Sharif Zeid stressed that the 
CSC should bear full responsibil- 
ity in guaranteeing priority in 
appointments in line with rules 
and regulations. He said t hat the 
Audit Bureau and the ACIB as 
well as the Budget Department 
bear the responsibility of ensur- 
ing that all measures taken in 
relation to appointments follow 
the given regulations. These 
three departments, Sharif Zeid 
added, should report to the gov- 
ernment about any violations. 

(Contained on page 5) 


Wet week . 
forecast 
for Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Following 
a spell of dry weather in Jor- 
dan, the country could expect a 
wet week starting Sunday 
evening as a result of a series of 
cold fronts, the Department of 
Meteorology said Saturday. 

A spokesman for the depart- 
ment told Che Jordan Times 
that a “very cold mass” from 
the polar region passing 
through Eastern Europe was 
expected to affect the whole 
Eastern Mediterranean region 
including Jordan Sunday even- 
ing. 

It will be cloudy with rain 
expected in various regions 
accompanied by a noticeable 
drop in temperature, the 
spokesman said. 

On Monday another cold 
front from the northwest will 
affect Jordan leading to 
another drop in temperature 
with more rain and snow which 
will fall on regions 1,000 
metres above sea level, like 
Ajloun in the north and Sharah 
in the south, he said. 

According to the spokesman 
a third cold front will hit Jor- 
dan Tuesday and Wednesday 
causing a further decrease in 
temperatures reaching zero de- 
grees Celsius with snow falling 
on regions of 700 metres above 
sea level, including Amman 
and* Balqa. 

Tie Meteorology Depart- 
ment expected high north- 
westerly winds to sweep the 
country during the three 
fronts. 

The department expected 
the temperatures not to exceed 
12 degrees Celsius mi Sunday. 


40 deputies seek ban on any 
Jordanian blockade on Arabs 

Officials lambast move as electioneering 


Reconciliation 
talks on hold 
— Hamas 

AMMAN (R) — Hamas, the 
Islamic group at the centre of a 
crisis over Palestinian expellees, 
said Saturday its delegates had 
been waiting in Sudan for a week 
to resume reconciliation talks 
with the mainstream ‘ \ Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
movement Fateh. 

Mohammad Nazzal, Hamas 
representative in Jordan, told 
Reuters in an interview: “The 
idea was that the negotiations 
should resolve but our delegation 
is in Khartoum waiting for the 
Fateh delegation and still they 
haven't come." 

He said the talks should have 
restarted a week ago, two weeks 
after the previous round ended 
on Jan. 4.. 

Hamas opposes the decision by 
Fateh, the do mi nan PLO group, 
to allow Palestinians to join peace 
talks with Israel. It has attracted 
growing support in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza strip as the 
negotiations have failed to pro- 
duce results. 

But Israel’s expulsion of more 
than 400 alleged supporters of 
Hamas and the smaller Islamic 
Jihad last month made the PLO 
suspend all peace talks and 
pushed Hamas and Fateh closer 
together. 

Mr. NazzaJ said Hamas was 
ready to join the_ PLO if it be- 
came more democratic and held 
elections inside and outside the 
occupied territories to choose a 
new Palestine National Council 
(PNC). 

He said it was not true that 
Hamas was demanding 40 per 
■cent of the seats in the PNC, as 
had been widely reported before 
the last round of Hamas-Fateh 
talks. 

“The main condition is we 
want the PLO to be a democratic 
organisation... we are not insist- 
ing so much on specific propor- 
tions as on holding general elec- 
tions,” he said. 

Mr. Nazzal added that Palesti- 
nian withdrawal from the peace 
talks was not a precondition for 
Hamas joining die PLO. 

“We are talking about a fun- 
damental solution of onr position 
with the PLO and we believe that 
through democracy in the PLO 
we can decide about the (peace) 
settlement process,” Mr. Nasal 
said. “If they agree to hold gener- 

( Continued oa page 5) 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Forty deputies of 
the 80-membeT Lower House of 
Parliament have demanded that 
Jordan adopt a special law ban- 
ning the Kingdom from dosing its 
borders with any neighbouring 
Arab state or imposing a sea, 
land or air trade embargo on 
Arab countries. The demand, 
which came in a letter to the 
speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament, was an obvious refer- 
ence to tire Kingdom's com- 
pliance with internationally- 
imposed embargo against Iraq. 

In the one-page statement, 
which was sent to the Jordan 
Times Saturday, the deputies said 
that this law would be in response 
to the democratic will of the Arab 
peoples which have faith in Arab 
unity and reject “colonialist de- 
signs to divide the Arab World." * 

Government sources who 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
ladied out at the move by the 
deputies describing it as an effort 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — A 
Kuwaiti court sentenced a woman 
to death Saturday for allegedly 
collaborating with Iraq during its 
occupation of the emirate, the 
official Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) said. 

A state security court convicted 
the Kuwaiti woman, named only 
as Seham A., of providing Iraqi 
authorities with assistance which 
led to the arrest of members of 
the Kuwaiti armed forces. 

She was also found guilty of 
“taking measures to weaken the 
spirits of the citizens,’’ during the 
seven-month occupation. KUNA 
said. The agency gave no more 
details. 

Under amendments introduced, 
in August 1991, people convicted 
in state security cases for the first 
time can appeal to a special court. 

Twenty-nine people sentenced 
to death for collaboration in 1991 
later bad their sentences ctnn- 
muted to life .imprisonment. 
More than 100 other people re- 
ceived jail terms after being con- 
victed of collaboration. 


to upstage the government and an 
attempt to gain public sympathy 
ahead of this year’s national elec- 
tions. 

“It is very obvious that this 
manoeuvre is for electioneering 
purposes,” one government 
source told the Jordan limes, 
adding that this step can only be 
seen as “an obvious game.” 

The source explained that since 
the deputies are aware of how far 
Jordan had gone to support the 
Iraqi people during the Gulf crisis 
and war and how the Kingdom 
continued to be an “open window 
between Iraq and the rest of the 
world.” 

“Any attempt by them to upset 
the balance now can only do 
disservice to both Iraq's interest 
and those of the Kingdom espe- 
cially under the current interna- 
tional circumstances,” the source 
added. 

“Jordan has proved that it is 
more Arab than any other Arab 
state and there is no need for any 
person to behave as if he can do 
any more than the government 


An appeals court Saturday up- 
pheld a prison sentence handed 
to a journalist for criticising Isla- 
mic fundamentalism and women 
who wear the veil while driving 
cars. 

Also Saturday, a lower court 
slapped a fine on the emirate's 
only independent newspaper for 
“insulting" a former minister. 

Fuad AI Hasbem wrote 'in 
November 1991 that women 
wearing the facial covering 
looked like beasts and when on 
the road could scare other driv- 
ers. 

A civil court sentenced him to 
three months in prison in May. 

After the appeal court decision 
Saturday, Mr. Hasbem said be 
would pay bail of 500 dinars 
($1,750) to suspend the sentence 
and keep him out of jail. 

Mr. Hasbem told the Associ- 
ated Press be respected the court 
decision but that what happened 
would not change his strong beliefs 
against Islamic extremism. 

“I will write whatever my con- 
science tells me I should ... if we 


had done,” said another official. 

“Tiis move is designed to be- 
nefit individuals who want to 
register on their political record 
that they had supported the Iraqi 
people," another well-placed 
official said, adding that the prop- 
osed law can go no farther than 
stroking the emotions of the 
Jordanian people. 

The 40 signatories, most of 
whom are Islamists or members 
of the leftist coalition bloc in the 
House, cited the first article of 
the Constitution, which stipulates 
that the Kingdom is “an indepen- 
dent sovereign Arab state” as the 
basis for their argument against 
any negative measure against 
Arab countries. 

In the preamble to their prop- 
osed one-paragraph law, the sig- 
natories said that this law would 
preempt any division of the Arab 
World and maintain a state of 
Arab unity in which the Arab 
peoples have full faith. 

The text of the special law, as 


start to change our convictions, it 
would be better for us to put our 
pens down and go borne," be 
explained. 

The columnist, whose life was 
threatened by fundamentalists for 
his harsh criticism of them, said 
he feared that the sentence would 
discourage other writers from 
taking up these topics. 

He wrote the articles for Sawt 
AI Kuwait,, a government news- 
paper published during the 
occupation and dosed in Novem- 
ber. 

With 19 Islamic deputies in the 
emirate’s first post-war parlia- 
ment,- fundamentalists are gain- 
ing ground and demanding the 
implementation of Islamic law. 

The partiament . and govern- 
ment have yet to settle a con-’ 
troversy that began when the 
dean of Kuwait University’s 
medical school banned women 
students wearing the veil from 
classes and exams. 

The same civil court decided 

( Conti lined on page 3) 
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Evictees challenge U.S. to 
use veto to block sanctions 

Abdul Meguid to visit expellee camp 


MaRJ AL ZOHOUR. Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Palestinian expel- 
lees Saturday urged the U.N. 
Security Council to impose sanc- 
rions on Israel and challenged the 
IKS. to use its veto power to 
block them. 

The 396 evictees spent their 
44th night in exile shivering in 
their ice-covered tents at a 
makeshift camp in South Leba- 
non. 

"The Security Council must 
put an end to Israel's violation of 
the resolutions of the internation- 
al community," said Abdul Aziz 
A! Rantisi. the leader of the 
group. 

“We call on the security coun- 
cil to meet and impose tough 
sanctions to force Israel to imple- 
ment Resolution 799." 

Resolution 799, issued on Dec. 
18, one day after Israel banished 
the men from the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, condemns the expul- 
sion and demands the immediate 
return of the evictees. 

“I challenge America to use its 
veto power because if it does then 
its credibility would fall for ever," 
Dr. Rantisi said. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 


Christopher spoke by telephone 
Friday with Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin in a new attempt 
to defuse the row over the expul- 
sions. 

State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher said the two 
spoke after U.S. Ambassador 
William Harrop delivered a mes- 
sage from Mr. Christopher to Mr. 
Rabin. He said the two had a 
“good discussion” but gave no 
further details. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Christopher 
was trying to head off a debate in 
the Seainty Council on an Arab- 
drafted resolution to impose 
sanctions against Israel. 

The Beirut newspaper At 
Nahar, quoting diplomatic 
sources, said Washington has 
asked Lebanon to wait ■ several 
days to give diplomacy a chance 
to persuade Israel to take bade 
the exiles. 

Lebanon, saying the expulsion 
violated its sovereignty, has re- 
fused to take the evictees into its 
territory and baned all aid to 
them. 

Mr. Rantisi said Washington 
was trying to find a solution to 
“get Israel off the book.’* 


He reiterated that the evictees 
would never appeal against their 
expulsion order. 

The Israeli high court ruled on 
Thursday the individual expul- 
sions were legal but each evictee 
could attend an appeal. 

An Israeli officer was waiting 
to hear any appeals at an Israeli 
position in Zeraraya, two 
kilometres south of the camp and 
the tip of Israel’s “security zone” 
in South Lebanon. 

“I feel soriy for the Israeli 
officer. He will wait for a long 
time because we will never 
appeal... we will only accept the 
implementation of Resolution 
799,” Dr. Rantisi said. 

Lebanese troops tightened 
their noose north of the area in an 
attempt to cut off supplies bang 
smuggled on mules to the evic- 
tees’ encampment. 

The soldiers arrested two villa- 
gers Friday trying to smuggle in 
rood. But the exiled men received 
bread and some canned food 
overnight. 

In Cairo, the Arab League 
secretary-general said Saturday be 
will visit the Palestinians at their 
camp as a symbol of Arab anger 



Ghali studies imposing 
U.N. plans on Sahara 


Two Israeli military vehicles take up 
South Lebanon (AFP photo) 


positions in thfc Jewish state’s self-styled “security zone” in 


over their plight. 

Secretary-general Esmat 
Abdul Megmd said be wants to 
assure the evictees of the Arab 
League’s solidarity and “great 
concern with this matter, which 
has top priority.” 

He told a news conference that 
he was coordinating arrange- 
ments for the visit with the 
Lebanese government. That indi- 
cates be will transit Lebanon en 
route to Marj A1 Zohonr. 


Iraq-Turkey ties sour 
on sanctions, water 


Iraqi refugees recount 
voyage of hell to Sweden 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq lashed 
out at Turkey Saturday accusing 
its northern neighbour of playing 
the role of a U.S. lackey in the 
region and pirating its water 
share from the Euphrates River. 

Iraqi officials and state media 
have stepped op attacks on Tur- 
kish President Turgut Ozal and 
Prime Minister Suleyman De- 
mirel, both blamed to be directly 
behind “the aggressive Turkish 
role” against Iraq. 

Babel, the influential news- 
paper published by President 
Saddam Hussein’s son Uday, 
branded Mr. Demirel in a front- 
page article Thursday “the Ttar- 
kish dog tramping" Gulf states for 
financial assistance. 

It was the first direct personal 
assault on Mr. Demirel whose 
attitudes to Iraq were so far 
viewed here as moderate in com- 
parison to President Turgut Oz- 
al’s supportive role of actions by 
the United States and its Western 
allies in Iraq. 

“It seems the Turkey of Ozal 
and Demirel continues to harvest 
the fruits of its participation in 
the aggression on Iraq more than 
two years ago,” said the Defence 
Ministry newspaper Al Qadis- 
siyah in a commentary Saturday. 

U.S. bases in southern Turkey 


were used during the 1991 Gulf 
war to bomb targets in Iraq fol- 
lowing Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. 
Turkey currently plays host to 
allied aircraft policing the north- 
ern “no-fly” zone in Iraq. 

“Ozal has proved to be a petty 
agent, voicing (former U.S. Pres- 
ident George) Bush’s anti-Iraq 
statements,” the paper said. 

The building of a Turkish dam 
on the Euphrates River is also 
depicted in Iraq as a hostile act by 
Turkey. 

Saturday newspapers published 
a statement by Agriculture and 
Irrigation Minister Abdul Wahab 
Mahmoud al Sabbagh in which he 
said the building of the dam was a 
hostile act. 

“It (the dam) is a violation of 
the international law and Iraq's 
rights to the Euphrates waters.” 
the newspapers quoted Mr. Sab- 
bagh as saying. 

Turkey said Thursday it would 
not use its control of the Eup- 
hrates and Tigris rivers as a 
weapon against Syria and Iraq. 

“The project would harm the 
quality of water flowing into Iraq. 
Salinity would increase and ar- 
able lands in Iraq’s Euphrates 
Valley would pc harmed,” Mr. 
Sabbagh said. 


VISBY, Sweden (R) — Iraqi 
asylumseekers .smuggled into 
Sweden for thousands of dollars 
say Russian gangsters packed 
them like sardines onto a creak- 
ing freighter for a voyage of hell 
across the storm-lashed Baltic 
Sea. 

“I have been 12 years at war, 
but nothing compares to that 
night,’’ said Mohammad, a 35- 
year-old bachelor who said he 
had deserted from the Iraqi army 

“I will never forget that night, 
that night when we set off for the 
sea and there was only a strand of 
hair between life and death.” 

Mohammad and a second Ira- 
qi, Alt, spent one week jammed 
together in a tiny tool room 
aboard the freighter for a'joUrhey 
from the Latvian capital Riga to 
the Swedish island of Gotland 
they had been told would take 36 
hours. 

“Wc slept with our knees tucked up 
to our heads,” said Ali, who 
said he had worked at a secret 
weapons plant in Iraq for three 
years before fleeing the country. 

Neither man, both Shiite Mus- 
lims, would give his real name. 

They were among 391 boat 
people, most of them Iraqis, who 
arrived on the rocky windswept 
island midway between the Baltic 
states and mainland Sweden last 


Turkey, UAE call for end to Bosnia arms embargo 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — Tur- 
key and the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) have reiterated their 
support for an end to the arms 
embargo against Bosnian Mus- 
lims so that they can defend 
themselves in a civil war against 
Serbian forces. 

A joint statement issued after 
the visit of Turkey's Prime Minis- 
ter Suleyman Demirel to the 
UAE. his last stop on a tour of 
five Gulf Arab states, said collec- 
tive military action should be 
used if the Geneva peace talks on 
Bosnia- Herzegovina failed. 

The statement carried by the 
official Emirates News Agency 
(WAM) said the two sides also 
called for Israel to abide by a 
United Nations resolution and 
allow the return of 400 expelled 
Palestinians trapped in Lebanon. 

“Israel’s failure to implement 
Resolution 799 should be consi- 
dered an obstacle to Middle East 
peace.” it said. 


Mr. Demirel met UAE Presi- 
dent Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan Friday in Abu Dhabi. 

The two countries signed an 
agreement to eliminate double- 
taxation during the visit, which 
included Bahrain, Kuwait. Saudi 
Arabia and Qatar. 

Mr. Demirel's wanted to 
strengthen economic ties during 
his visit. 

This may have included milit- 
ary sales to the five oil-rich coun- 
1 tries, which along with Oman 
form the Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil (GCC). 

Officials in Turkey say Ankara 
is amassing a S3 billion defence 
fund from Gulf Arab states 
appreciative of its help in ousting 
Iraq from Kuwait in 1991. 

There was no official confirma- 
tion of a UAE contribution to the 
fund after Friday's talks. 

The officials said Turkey would 
try to seil military equipment 
including fighter jets and 


armoured vehicles to Gulf states. 

The officials said Saudi Arabia, 
the UAE, and Kuwait have 
pledged Si billion each to Tur- 
key, which did not contribute 
troops to the Gulf war but 
allowed American planes to 
bomb Iraq from southern Turkish 
bases and switched off a dual 
pipline carrying Iraqi oil exports. 

“The UAE and Turkey 
asserted the importance of main- 
taining peace and security in the 
Gulf region and the importance 
of the full commitment of die 
Iraqi regime to all U.N. Security 
Council resolutions related to the 
Gulf crisis,” said the joint com- 
munique issued late Friday. 

Mr. Demirel's tour was viewed 
by officials here as aimed at 
further strengthe n ing Turkish re- 
lationship with the Gulf states. 
During the meeting Sheikh 
Zayed bailed the strong ties be- 
tween the two countries and 


praised Turkey’s stance in sup- 
port of Arab and Muslim causes. 1 

“Both the UAE and Turkey 
call for lifting the arms ban im- 
posed on Bosnia-He rzegovina to 
enable the republic to defend 
itself against Serbian forces,” said 
the communique. 

The communique also called 
for implementing U.N. resolu- 
tions that ask Serbia to cease 
hostilities against Muslims in Bos- 
nia. 

Sheikh Zayed has continuously 
called for the lifting of the ban 
while Mr. Demirel has been 
affirming the strong historic, reli- 
gious and cultural relationship 
between Turkey and Bosnia. 

Earlier, Turkey and Bahrain 
urged the international commun- 
ity to take unspecified measures 
to force Serbia and its ally Mon- 
tenegro to fell in line with United 
Nations demands on ending the 
bloodshed in Bosnia. 


Lebanon previously banned 
contact with or aid to the group 
through its territory. The Beirut 
government said it would not 
allow Lebanon to become a 
dumping ground for Palestinians 
expelled by Israel from the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza. 

After the news conference, Dr. 
Abdnl Meguid, a former Egyp- 
tian foreign minister, met with 
Abdnl Rahman Al Solh, Leba- 
non’s ambassador to Cairo, who 


told reporters they discussed the 
visit. 

“The area where the evictees 
are is occupied . Lebanese terri- 
tory. Our visit will show our 
complete solidarity with the 
Lebanese government and our 
Palestinian brothers,” Dr. Abdul 
Meguid said. 

He said , the evictees “have dis- 
played great determination and 
steadfastness, an honour for them 
and the whole Arab World.” 


American troops sweep 
bandit base in Somalia 


week. 

It was the largest single number 
of refugees to arrive on Gotland 
by sea since World War n and 
has led to calls in Sweden for a 
tightening of the country’s liberal 
asylum laws. 

Swedish officials suspect a Rus- 
sian mafia is behind the lucrative 
trade in human cargo that runs 
from Iraq and Iran through Mos- 
cow to the Baltic states, and on to 
Gotland . 

Ali and Mohammad bought 
their boat tickets for $2,500 each 
from a contact they met at a 
McDonalds hamburger res- 
taurant in Moscow. 

Speaking at a hotel in the 
■Gotizmdxapital , Visby^ : «d!KTd , Te J 
fugeesare staying, .they^saki'tten! 
days. .aboard the-: freighter were 
filled with the sounds of scream- 
ing children and hysterical 
mothers and the stench of vomit 
and urine in the stale air. 

“We had only one toilet and 
10 to 12 people queued up at a 
time,’’ said Ali, who is from 
Baghdad. 

Jan Johansson, the Swedish 
coastguard’s regional inspector 
for Gotland, said the refugees 
had only about 0.5 square metre 
of space each aboard the freigh- 
ter, which had no safety equip- 
ment and little food or medicine. 1 


AFGOI, Somalia (AP) — Hun- 
dreds of American soldiers swept 
into this important crossroads 
town at dusk Saturday in a sur- 
prise, airborne raid on what was 
described as a virulent nest of 
bandits. 

“We're going to lay down a big 
footprint,” said Major Marty 
Culp before some 700 American 
soldiers descended on the town. 

And a big footprint it was. 

A squadron of helicopters 
landed most of the soldiers on the 
eastern outskirts of the dusty. 
Ramshackle town 70 kilometres 
west of Mogadishu an hour be- 
fore sundown. 

a ,brp,ad^ sweep . ,th ropgh me 
spraWlmg ■commutii^'df • 40,000 
people; moving on foot insqaacb 
of 12 and in intimidating 
armoured personnel carriers. 

They were looking for weapons 
and “technicals,” the pickup 
trades and other vehicles that 
bandits and militias arm with 
machine-guns and light artillery 
and use as war wagons. But the, 
were not planning house-by- 
house searches. 

Helicopter gunships swooped 
overhead, providing lethal air 
cover for the troops below. 

No organised resistance was 
expected, but Maj. Culp said 
some of the bandits being forced 
out of an easy, lucrative lifestyle 
might be inclined to take a few 
potshots at the American troops. 

It was one of the largest opera- 
tions staged by U.S. troops since 
American Marines first landed in 
Mogadishu, the capital, on Dec. 
9. 

The United States and 22 allied 
nations have since committed 
more than 38,000 troops to pro- 
tect food and other aid shipments 
to the starving people of Somalia. 

More than 350,000 Somalis 
already have died of hunger and 
disease and an estimated two 
million more are at risk in one of 
the worst famines of the century. 

More than 1,000 American 
troops will return home in the 
next 10 days, the commander of 
the U.S.-led coalition forces said 
Saturday. 

U.S. Marine Lieutenant- 
General Robert Johnston also 
said he hopes the United Nations 
Security Council will adopt a 
resolution in the next week to 10 
days to take over mi lit ary control 
of Somalia from the United 
States. 


Gen. Johnston, in an interview 
with the Associated Press, re- 
vealed for die first time U.S. 
military plans once the United 
Nations takes over and American 
combat forces are wit h draw n. 

He said more than 1,000 logis- 
tics troops would remain to help 
tiie U.N. through a transition 
period. The U.S. also would 
leave a quick reaction force of 
less than 2,000 combat Marines 
- offshore for any emergencies. 

“Are we ready for the turnov- 
er? The answer is most certain- 
ly,” said Gen. Johnston, who' 
commands 24,000 American' 
troops in Somalia and another 
r? 13,000 frprn^jhe^ international 
coalition, . . ' ‘ ; . 

.. . If the.UK; resolution to take 
control passes, this would free up 
hundreds more American combat 
troops to return home later m 
February and in March. Gen. 
Johnston said the bulk of .the 
more than 1,000 army and 
'Marine troops leaving over the 
next 10 days are logistics forces. . 

There are currently 3,600 U.S. 
logistics troops in Somalia, in- 
cluding engineers working on 
road networks, he said. 

The first combat troops to' 
leave Somalia were a battalion of 
850 Marines who departed earlier 
this month. 

Gen. Johnston also alluded to 
recent remarks by U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
' that the transition to UJ4. con- 
trol in Somalia could take up to 
six months. 

“There’s no reason for them to 
agonise over this resolution and 
not vote on it,” be said. 

While Dr. Ghali reportedly 
wants a fully secure Somalia be- 
fore the U.N. takes over, Gen. 
Johnston said the U.S.-led forces 
had gone beyond then - initial 
mission of establishing security 
for the delivery of food to out- 
■ lying areas. 

Also on Saturday, U.S. 
Marines and Botswana soldiers 
swept through the arms bazaar in 
Mogadishu, confiscating dozens 
of nfles and other weapons. 

It was the second raid in less 
than three weeks on the bazaar tn 
the sprawling Bakara market, 
which for years has been the 
centre of the arms trade in tbe 
capital. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) .— The 
U.N- secretary-general is con- 
sidering having tbe United . Na- 
tions impose its own terms for 
bolding a referendum in tbe 
Western Sahara conflict, saying 
that negotiations with Morocco 
and Sarahan leaders had proved 
intractibfe. 

The Sahara’s Polisario Front, 
seeking independence for the for- 
mer Spanish colony, waged a 
15-ycar-tong guerrilla war with 
Morocco, which controls the 
sparsely-populated territory, rich 
in phosphates. A ceasefire has 
been in effect since mid- 1 991. 

In a report to the Security 
Council, Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali offered three op- 
tions, the most probable being 
the “immediate implementation 
of a settlement plan based on 
voting criteria, set out by tbe 
United Nations in December 
1991, which favour Morocco. 

But Security Council sources 
were sceptical at quick action and 
said the most likely result would 
be to fix a deadline for the United 
■ Nations for organising a referen- 
dum in 1993 and then have 
another round of discussions on 
contentious issues, either before 
or after the hot summer months. 

The U.N. plan would broaden 
registration rolls, thereby anger- 
ing the Sahara's Polisario Front, 
which has accused Morocco of 
attempting to pad the list' of 
eligible voters. 


It would permit voting on a. 
referendum to determine Sahar- 
an independence or' union with 
Morocco to include anyone .bom 
of a Saharan father who was bora 
in the territory. 

Other criteria would indode 
Saharan tribe members who fived 
in the territory for six consecutive 
years, or intermittently for 12 
years, before Dec. 1, 1974- 

“This may .mean that the im- 
plementation would have to pro- 
ceed without cooperation of one 
of the parties,” Dr. Ghali said, 
referring to the Polisario From. 

But the U.N. chief said the 
Security Council would have to 
make the decision. He said other- 
options were adopting alternative 
approaches not based on tbe cur- 
rent plan or more negotiations 
which be thought were unlikely to 
succeed. 

Exasperated at tbe impasse. 
Dr. Ghali said it was regrettable 
that “the parties failed to prove 
equal to the test of making an 
effort to reach a relatively 
s tra i ghtforward compromise” on 
even agreeing on paxikipaiitstq a 
meeting with U.N. officials.' 

The United Nations currently 
has a small peaceke ep ing mission 
in the Western Sahara, called the 
Mission for the Referendum fas' 
Western Sahara. It has 228 milit- 
ary observers, indndiiig 28 from 
the United States, far below its 
authorised s tr en gth. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.N. renews Lebanon force mandate 

.UNITED NATIONS (R) — The Security Council has unani- 
mously approved a six-month renewa l of the mandate of the U.N. 
Interim Force In Lebanon (UNIFDL), until July 31, 1993. But a 
statement which traditionally accompanies such renewals made 
no mention of Israel’s expulsion of some 400 Palestinians to 
southern Lebanon last month, although Lebanon had urged such 
a reference. A council source said this was opposed by a number 
of mem bers, on grounds that tbe usual routine for renewing 
UNTFIL should be followed. Lebanon has condemned Israel’s 
expulsion of the Palestinians to Lebanese territory as a violation 
of its sovereignty and has refused to accept the evictees, who 
remain trapped between Israeli and Lebanese lines. UNEFXL, 
comprising about 5,250 troops from 10 countries, was sent to 
southern Lebanon in 1978 to oversee the w i t hdraw al of Israeli 
troops who had invaded the region and to try to help restore the 
antitority-oLthe l^rrotegqwp pi n cr it over the area.' IsraeJ:and its ; 
allies eiLtfae-Sautb- Lebanon -Army control a 15 kilometre-deep 
S»KMlfed*Security "Zonelhadfe 'Cebanoirto prevenrgoerriUa attacks “ 
ag ainst northern Israel. After tbe resolution renewing - the ' 
UNIFEL mandate was adopted. Security Council President 
. Yoshio Hatano of Japan read the usual statement re a f firmin g the 
cotmea’s commitment to Lebanon’s sovereignty, independence, 
territorial integrity and national unity and expressing conce r n 
over continuing violence, but there was no mention of the 
evictees. 

Photos of gunmen found with Cypriot suspect 

BEIRUT (AP) — Military investigators have found pictures of 
gunmen in military fatigues with a Cypriot lawyer who was 
arrested at Beirut airport with explosives . strapped to his waist, 
military officials said Saturday. Tbe official, who i nrisfyd ou 
anonymity, said Nocholas SyUouris, 24, of Nicosia, Cyprus, 
appeared in one of the four pictures with a group of gunmen. Tbe 
Cypriot suspect, the official said, also was dressed in military 
fatigues. He said investigators were trying to establish the 
identities of the gunmen, Mr. SyUouris’ connection with -them and 
where the pictures were taken. Lebanon’s penal code permits the 
military to detain a suspect for an indefinite period to complete 
interrogations before charging him. If charged, be must appear 
before a military tribunal. Mr. SyUouris was arrested at Beirut 
airport Tuesday, minutes before boarding* a plane bound for 
Larnaca, Cyprus. Authorities said he had a stick of dynamite and 
100 grammes of tbe powerful Seratex explosive strapped to his 
waist. More dynamite was found in his luggage, although there 
was no detonator, they said. In Nicosia, Cypriot authorities said 
Friday three Arab students ware being questioned in connection 
with tbe case. Their names have not been disclosed. The 
l^banese daily Al Hayat said two were Palestinians and one a 
Yemeni. 

Israel arrests Reuter cameraman 

TEL AVTV (R) — Israeli soldiers have detained a Reuter 
television cameraman while he was filming dashes between 
troops and Palestinians outside a military base in the occupied 
Gaza Strip. Cameraman Marwan Al Gfaol was arrested 13iiiisday 
outride the base at Khan Younis, scene of frequent dashes 
between soldiers and stone-throwing youths. An army spokesman 
said: “He was arrested on suspicion of filming military bases 
illegally. The investigation wiD be completed and well decide 
what to do afterwards.” Reuter television representatives said 
they had regularly filmed at the same spot and never been told it 
was forbidden. 
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21*39 — Vienna (RJ) 

21:50 Rome, Athens (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal . 2) 

... Cairo (GF) 

1238 — Bahrain (GF) 

J* 13 ® Moscow (SU) 

IfcSS Larnaca (CY) 

fed* Beirut (ME) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FUghts 
(Terminal 1) 


BdTOIfRJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

Athens. Vienna (RJ) 

- Tunis. Casablanca (Ri| 

Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

-. Jeddah (RJ) 

Aqaba; Cairo (RJ) 

................. Damascus (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

Aba Dhabi, DuM(RJ) 


Other Flight* (Terminal 2 ) ‘ 

OfcSO Beirut. Rome (AZ) 

£5 Cairo (MS) 

Data, Mural (GF) 

“2 Moscow (SU) 

17:45 Larnaca (CY) 


UppcrfloaKr price is 
Apple 




Bora 

Cabbage 

Carrot ... . 

CanBflawcr 

Chambers (bngc) 

Cnamben (snail) 


■Garlic 

Grapefruit 

, Lcnon 

Marrow (huge) 

Marrow (small) 

Mint 

Onion (dry) 

Oo*o»(greon) 


— 700 7700 
640/640 
650/450 
i60noo 

— 25V ISO' 
..... 219160 
.... 150/80 
.... 300/250- 
.... 320/220 
... 650 /550 

— 189 120. 
270/200 

— 200/100 
..... 440/388 


■ Singapore. Jakarta i 
........ Aqaba. Cairo 


PWato 

Tomato 


... 210/180- 
2(40/180 
..... 409160 
... 380/280 
... 180/120 
.... 29*200 
— 13960 
249180 
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House 
to discuss 
civil 
service 
posts 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower 
House of Parliament will Sunday 
discuss civil service appointments 
made from the beginning of 1990 
through the end of 1992 in a 
meeting charred by House Speak- 
er Abdul Latif ArabiyaL 

On Sunday, the House is also 
expected’ IO hear replies by the 
government to several deputies' 
queries presented by Deputy 
Ahmad Oweidi A1 Abbadi to the 
ministar of planning on the tech- 
nical assistance offered to the 
private sector. 

Early Sunday, the House Agri- 
culture Committee will meet with 
Agriculture Minister Fayez A1 
Khasawnefa to discuss issues of 
concern to the agricultural sector. 
The meeting will be attended by 
directors of the ministry’s depart- 
ments. 

The House Judiciary Commit- 
tee held a meeting Saturday 
under the chairmanship of Depu- 
ty Saleem Zoubi and approved 
the general amnesty law as it was 
referred to it by the government. 

The Judiciary Committee also 
discussed the municipalities draft 
law which deals with municipal 
elections and the independence 
and annexation of municipalities. 

On Saturday the Upper House 
of Parliament Judiciary Commit- 
tee also met. The committee, 
chaired by House Speaker 
Ahmad A1 Lawzi, approved the 
press and publications law after 
introducing several amendments 
to it. 

Director of Senate Affairs 
Natheer Atiyat said the Judiciary 
Committee's discussions and 
amendments focused on articles 
dealing with the definition of 
journalist, secrecy of informa- 
tion, and punitive measures as 
well as grammatical mistakes in 
the wording of the law. 

Some articles which were 
drafted by the government but 
later deleted by the Lower House 
were re-introduced by the Sen- 
ate, Mr. Atiyat said. He added 
that the committee postponed 
discussion of a draft law on the 
illegal acquisition of wealth until 
next Monday. 


Bataineh 
to attend 
Arabisation 
meetings 

• 1 AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
approved Saturday Jordan's par- 
- tiapation in the meetings of a 
*: conference on “Arabising the 

Education of Medicine and 
— ' Medical Sciences in the Arab 
Worid” which will be held in 
Bahrain frojn Feb. 16-18. Jor- 
" • dan’s delegation to the confer- 
“■ ence will be beaded by Health 
Minister Aref Bataineh. The 
Cabinet also approved a recom- 
mendation by Social Develop- 
' nient Minister Amin Mashaqbeh 
naming Hamdi A1 Tabaa, Haidar 
r ■: bsa Murad and Hassan A1 Mifleh 

as representatives of the private 
•- sector on the board of directors of 
the National Aid Fund (NAF) for 
two-year terms. 

.. Jordan 
'i to attend 
; Afro- Asian, 
meeting 

AMMAN {Petra) — Jordan is 
taking part m a meeting by justice 
ministers from the- Afro-Asian 
Croup (AAG) due to open in 
Kampala, Uganda Sunday. 

The 10-day conference will 
focus on topics of concern to 
Afro-Asian countries, particular- 
" x ly in the legal and judiciary fields, 
according to Justice Minister 
.. Yousef Mbeideen, head of the 
Jordanian dderation to the meet- 

* fog- 

The Jordanian delegation will 
submit a detailed memorandum 
to the meeting, outlining the 
democratic process in the Kmg- 
dora, the minister said. 

The question of the Palestinian. 

* expellees and the general situa- 
tion in the Israeli occupied Arab 
lands will be among the topics at 
the meeting, Mr. Mbeideen said. 

He said legal aspects pertaining 
■ to the continuing sanctions on 
. Iraq as well as otter legal matters 

* of interest to Arab and African 
nations will be discussed. 

Mr. Mbeideen added that the 
Jordanian delegation also pips 
to raise the issue of the situation 
in Bosma-Herzegovina. 

, Forty-two nations, will be rep- 
•- resented at the conference. 



Prince 
Abdullah 
turns 31 


HIS ROYAL Highness Prince AbdoBah cele- 
brated his 31st birthday Saturday. Prince Abdul- 
lah, the eldest son of His Majesty King Hussein, 
received his basic education at the Islamic Scien- 
tific Co Hcgc in Amman. He then studied in the 
UJS. and at Britain’s Sandhurst Military College- 
After graduation, he joined the Jordan Armed 
Forces where he continues to serve. 


Seminar re- examines land use 


AMMAN (Petra) — The absence 
of controls on population growth 
and rapid urban development and 
the lack of balance between natu- 
ral resources demand a re- 
examination of Jordan's tradi- 
tional system of land use. Minis- 
ter of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Abdul Razzaq Tubeisbat said 
Saturday upon opening a two-day * 
seminar. 

Dr. Tubeishat said the King- 
dom must introduce measures to 
control air and water pollution, 
stem desertification, and check 
the encroachment of buildings on 
agricultural lands. 

He said the ministry plans to 
chart a dear policy to determine 
the various uses of land in diffe- 
rent parts of the country. 

Through the two days of work- 
steps and training seminars, the 
ministry hopes to recruit experi- 
enced individuals in city organisa- 
tion and planning and regional 
planning in order to develop an 
appropriate land use policy. Dr. 
Tubeishat said. 

He said unorthodox methods 
exercised on the land have ren- 



Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment, Abdul Razzaq Tnbeishat (centre), presides over land 
use seminar Saturday (Petra photo) 


dered some land uncultivable, 
and random construction opera- 
tions have worsened the situa- 
tion. 

The ministry plans to set limits 
for land use in agriculture and 
urban development in order to 
stem the damage caused to the 
socio-economic development of 
tiie country because of improper 
practices. Dr. Tubeishat said. 

Seven working papers will be 


reviewed at the seminar, which is 
being attended by a number of 
directors of departments affili- 
ated with the ministry in various 
provinces as well as specialists 
from other government depart- 
ments and universities. 

One such working papers dis- 
cussed during the opening session 
focused on regional develop- 
ment, with particular attention to 
the Karak and Tafileh regions. 


Socialist 

Party 




AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Interior has granted legal sta- 
tus to the Jordanian Socialist 
Democratic Party (JSDP), bring- 
ing to 11 the number of political 
parties in the Kingdom. 

According to an announcement 
by Interior Minister Jawdat 
Sboul, the petty will be operating 
within the framework of the 
Jordanian Constitution, the Poli- 
tical Parties Law and the princi- 
ples of the National Charter. 

JSDP Chairman Issa Mdanat 
said the legalisation of the JSDP 
was part of Jordan's on-going 
democratisation process, which is 
essential in ensuring political 
pluralism. 

In remarks about the establish- 
ment of the new party Mr. Mda- 
nat said the fegafisatim of parties 
was a first step to enabling the 
masses to shoulder their responsi- 
bilities, to participate in the mak- 
ing of a demcyracy and take part 
in the decision-making process on 
matters of national concern. 

Mr. Mdanat said he will 
address a press conference Mon- 
day to outline the JSDP’s prog- 
rammes. 


Ensour leaves for Yemen 

AMMAN (Petra) — Industry and Trade Minister Abdullah 
Ensour left Amman for Sanaa Saturday as head of the Jordanian 
delegation- to the meetings of the Jordanian- Yemeni Joint 
Committee. Dr. Ensour will also attend on Monday the opening 
ceremony of the Jordanian Industrial Fair where more than 30 
Jordanian industrial firms are participating. 

Charitable societies number 59 in Zarqa 

ZARQA (Petra) — The number of charitable societies in the 
Zarqa govemorate has reached 59, which claim a total mem- 
bership of about 5325 citizens, according to the president of the 
Zarqa Govern orate Voluntary Societies Federation, Mohammad 
Salah. Mr. Salah said 13 rural societies are operating in the 
govemorate while there are 11 social service centres run by 
charitable societies offering services to Zarqa residents. In 1992, 
be said, only two new charitable societies registered with the 
federation. Mr. Salah said the number of societies offering 
vocational training to citizens stands at 30, of which 29 are for 
women. 

Students to get acquainted with Irbid sites 

CRB ID (Petra) — The Tourism Activation Office in Irbid has 
prepared, in cooperation with the Antiquities Office in the city, a 
plan to acquaint school students with tourist and archaeological 
sites in Irbid govemorate. The plan will include lectures, seminars 
and film on the most significant sites in the govemorate. 

Medical book go on display 

AMMAN (Petra) — A medical book exhibition was opened 
Saturday at A! Bashir Hospital. The frvenJay exhibition, orga- 
nised in cooperation with A1 Bashir Publishing House, includes 
the most recent specialised medical and scientific books, as well as 
cultural and religious books. 


Hamdoun calls for balanced approach 


(ContiBiKd from page 1) 


billion a year. Oil exports were 
valued at about $25 billion, it 
said. 

A U.N. weapons expert said 
meanwhile be did not think Iraq 
was softening on its refusal to 
name foreign suppliers of its nuc- 
lear weapons programme despite 
cooperating with inspectors on 
their latest mission. 

Identifying the suppliers is vital 
to the success of U.N. efforts to 
cripple Iraq's nuclear weapons 
programme permanently. 

“Things are staying the same 
way they were in December,*' 
said Maurizio Zifferero, a top 
United Nations weapons inspec- 
tor, when asked whether he be- 
lieved Iraq was now any more 
willing to hand over the list. 

U.N. officials dismantling 
Iraq's weapons of mass destruc- 
tion say the incomplete list of 


suppliers remains a major obsta- 
cle to ensuring that Iraq does not 
rebuild the capability to produce 
u nuclear bomb. 

Mr. Zifferero, winding up his 
last inspection of known and sus- 
pected nulcear sites before leav- 
ing for Bahrain Sunday, said 
U.N. officials were expected to 
submit a detailed list of questions 
to Iraq on the suppliers within the 
next few weeks. 

“We are preparing these ques- 
tions ... and then we shall see 
what the answer is going to be," 
he told reporters. 

Iraq has so far refused to pro- 
vide the list of names saying to 
identify people connected with its 
nodear programme would put 
them at risk of being killed by 
Israel. 

It maintains that the U.N. 
already has names Of 90 per cent 


of the suppliers, most obtained 
from foreign governments. 

Mr. Zifferero, who said be had 
received good cooperation from 
the Iraqis on what had been a 
week of routine inspections, said 
another stumbling block was 
Baghdad’s resistance to long- 
term monitoring of its weapons 
programmes. 

He said any obstacles to long- 
term monitoring would create 
problems for the U.N. disarma- 
ment programme. “It's important 
for us,'’ he added. 

Mr. Zifferero said his inspec- 
tors visited sites that previously 
had been inspected, but refused 
to name them. 

“It was completely satisfac- 
tory," he said. “The Iraqis have 
provided all the necessary assist- 
ance and have been efficient and 
effective." 

Mr. Zifferero said teams would 
continue tours here. 

“There is still a lot of work to 
do,” he said. “We are going to be 
in Iraq for quite some time.” 


Kuwait sentences 

(Continued 
Saturday that the independent 
daily A1 Qabas should pay former 
Information Minister Badr A1 
Yaconb, 5,000 ($17300) as com- 
pensation for “insulting” articles 
written by one of the paper’s 
columnists, Abdul Latif A1 
Duaij. 

Mr. Duaij described Mr. 
Yaconb in articles be wrote early 
last year as a Kuwaiti version of 


woman to death 

from page 1) 

Latif Nassayif Jassim, Iraq's in- 
formation minister during the 
seven-month Iraqi occupation of 
the emirate. He said Mr. 
Yacoub’s information policy was 
to spread rumours and foster 
insecurity and fears of a second 
invasion. 

The editor-in-chief of A1 
Qabas, Mohammad AJ Saqr, and 
Mr. Duaij have to pay a fine of 70 


dinars ($245) each, in addition to 
the fine levied against the news- 
paper itself. 

“We consider anything but 
dosing down the newspaper a 
victory,” Mr. Saqr said. 

Censorship on the press,' in 
place since 1986, was lifted in 
January. Bnt publication laws still 
give the information minster the 
right to dose newspapers as a 
penalty for hurting the country's 
security or its relations with 
friendly nations. 


Earthquake monitoring proposed 


AMMAN (Petra) — Although 
earthquakes are rare in Jordan, 
the establishment of a national 
network to monitor tremors is 
necessary, said Minister of Public 
Works and Housing Saad Hayel 
Srour. 

In his address at the opening of 
a meeting to discuss earthquakes, 
the minister said that when earth- 

3 uakes do occur they cause vast 
estruction and loss of human life 
as is evident from the remains of 
previous dvilisations in this part 
of the world. 

Jordan has a seismological cen- 
tre operated by the Natural Re- 
sources Authority, and the Uni- 
versity of Jordan has a centre 
which monitors earth tremors. 

Jordan should conduct compre- 
hensive studies on earthquakes 
and their causes to minimise their 
destructive effects on the country 
and follow the example of other 
countries in this regard, Mr. 
Srour said. 

He said precautionary mea- 
sures taken by Japan, which re- 
cently witnessed an earthquake 
registering 6 on the Richter scale, 
caused little damage and took the 
lives of only two persons. 

By comparison, Egypt experi- 
enced an earthquake that reg- 
istered 5.3 on the Richter scale in 
1992 which resulted in 500 deaths 
and wide-scale devastation, the 
minister said. President of Jordan 



In Amman, participants at the opening meeting of a seminar on earthquakes presented papers on Jor- 
dan’s geological structnre (Petra photo) 


Engineers Association (JEA) 
Hosni Abu Ghida and engineer 
Abu Taha from the JEA board 
addressed the opening meeting 


and reviewed measures to reduce 
the effects of earthquakes. 

Several working papers pre- 
sented dealt with the geological 


structure of Jordan, studies on 
previous earthquakes and planp 
to Face the dangers of further, 
tremors. 


Jordan, Canada inaugurate business council 


AMMAN (J.T.) — At the 
inaugural meeting of the 
Jordan-Canada Business 
Council (JCBC) Saturday, De- 
puty Prime Minister Ali 
Suheimat welcomed the Cana- 
dian guests and outlined some 
of the more important econo- 
mic achievements Jordan reg- 
istered in the last year. 

Mr. Suheimat said that at 
the end of 1992 the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) 
scored a real growth rate of 
over 11 per cent. The growth in 
the commodity producing sec- 
tors, he said, accounted for 
over 16 per cent of the increase 
in the GDP. 

With reference to the 
budget, Mr. Suheimat said 
1992 was the first year where 
internal revenues covered re- 
current expenditures. 

Expected revenues for 1993, 
which should increase by 10 
per cent-, over the . previous 
year, are estimated to cover 
part of the development ex- 
penditures in addition to the 
recurring expenditures for the 
year, he added. 

The fiscal stability of Jordan 
has' been enhanced by efforts 
to remedy structural imba- 
lances and reduce the inflation 
rate. Mr. Suheimat said. 

“to fact, the cost of living 
index declined to 4 per cent in 


1992 from a previous level of 
8.2 per cent," the Deputy Pre- 
mier said. 

He stated there is renewed 
optimism in the private sector. 

“A 16 per cent increase in 
credit extended by banks in 
1992 together with a marked 
increase in newly-registered 
companies indicate the increas- 
ing level of investments in Jor- 
dan, said Mr. Suheimat. 

By November 1992, the total 
capital for industrial com- 
panies reached JD 90 million, 
up from JD 47 million for the 
nmole of 1991, he reported. 

The volume of loans pro- 
vided by the Industrial De- 
velopment Bank (IDB) for the 
purchase of capital equipment 
increased by 56 per cent, he 
said. 

The Deputy Premier said the 
activity of the Amman Finan- 
cial Market- (AFM) during 
.1992 was . unprecedented in. 
.terms of the volume and. value 
of trading. He said the number 
of shares traded rocketed to a 
new record of 35.6 million 
shares with a total value of 
JD 909.6 million; that is an 
increase of 116.7 per cent and 
183.9 per cent in the volume of 
shares and their value respec- 
tively, over their levels in 1991. 

The shares price index in- 
creased by 29.9 per cent. 



Jordanian, and Qnarfinn officials Saturday inaugurated a joint 
business council (Petra photo) 


whereas the primary market 
witnessed a tangible rise in 
issuing new shares to the value 
of JD 54.7 million or by 154.9 
per cent over 1991, the Deputy 
Premier added. 

Mr. Suheimat highlighted* 
Jordan's political and social 
stability, its strategic location 


and “most importantly the hu- 
man resources ... that for years 
have been a main source of 
national income." 

He expressed confidence 
that . Canada and Jordan will 
undoubtedly form long and 
lasting cooperation in all fields. 


Dome gets 

gold-gilded 

coating 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The copper 
sheets on the Dome of the Rock 
in Jerusalem are being replaced 
with gold-gilded copper sheets, at 
a cost of nearly $6.5 million, 
according to sources at the Minis- 
try of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
.and reports from the Israeli- 
occupied Holy City. 

Sources in Jerusalem said the 
Irish firm Mi van, contracted by 
the ministry to carry out the 
restoration work on the Dome in 
540 days, has subcontracted the 
gold-gilding process to another 
firm with the approval of a super- 
visory committee from the minis- 
try. 

The project was called for fol- 
lowing the appearance of cracks 
in the old sheets, causing con- 
tinued rain water leakage into the 
holy shrines, the sources said. 

Reports quoted Isam Awwad, 
bead of the local supervising com- 
mittee, as saying that work on 
replacing the sheets started at the 
beginning of January and was to 
take 12 months to complete. - 

Mr. Awwad said the use of 
gold-gjlded copper sheets was far 
better than cooper alone, which 
tends to oxidise over time and 
requires continual maintenance. 

Miyao win also install an early- 
warning fire system, according to 
the terms of the agreement. 

In the past week, Awqaf Minis- 
ter Izzeddin A1 Tamimi presided 
over a meeting to review the 
progress of the work. 

Ust June, Jordan announced 
its commitment to cover the cost 
of restorting the Dome of the 
Rode. 

His Majesty King Hussein also 
announced a personal contribu- 
tion of $8.24 million. The overall 
cost of the restoration project is 
around $10 million. 



The Dome of the Rock in-occupied Jerusalem (file photo) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

ft Exhibition entitled “Latin American Countries in France'* at 
the French Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition entitled “Modernist Still Life Photographed” at the 
American Centre. 

ft Exhibition entitled “Dhana, a Village firom South Jordan” 
displaying photos and other items on the village at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

ft Medical book exhibition at AJ Bashir Hospital. 

SEMINAR 

Seminar, in Arabic, entitled “The Crisis of Development in the 
Arab Work!” at the Scientific and Cultural Centre of Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation — 6 p.m. 

FILMS 

"if Italian Film Week: “Itatia-Germania 4 a 3” (Italy -Germany: 
Font to Three'* at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8 p.m. 
ft Clint Eastwood’s 1986 film ’‘Heartbreak Ridge” at 5 p.m. at 
the American Centre (30 min., rated R) 

LUTE CONCERT 

☆ Lute concert by Bill Badley and Samir Zaki at the Phoenix Art 
Gallery at 7 p.m. 


RSS hosts 

water 

meeting 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The - 
Royal Scientific Society: 
(RSIS) will Sunday host a 
workshop on water and' 
irrigation in the Jordan VaJ-*. 
ley. 

Water resources in the val- 
ley and farming problems will' 
be the major focus of the 
event, according to the RSS. 

The society said repre-" 
sentatives of various govern- 
ment and private organisa- 
tions concerned with agricul- 
ture in the Jordan Valley will 
take part in the meeting. 

The Jordan Valley is nor- 
mally irrigated in the summer 
season with water from the; 
King Talal Dam. which has a 
HO million cubic metre 
capacity. The Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation esti-. 
mates that surface water, 
which accumulates from run- 1 
ning water in valleys, springs 
and floods, averages about 
692. million cubic metres. 

Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Samir Kawar said 
in a speech in Amman last 
December that 31 per cent of 
the available surface water 
came from the Yarmouk Riv- 
er and other sources from the 
wadis. Mr. Kawar said the 
1992 winter revealed the lack 
of sufficient dams in the 
country. 


Fuad Acle 
passes awa 

AMMAN — Mr. 
Acle a Jordanian exp; 
who has been living ir 
via - South America a 
United States diet 
Thursday at the age 
The (ate Mr. Acle ret 
to Amman four montl 
and died Thursda' 
1993. 
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Make it right, not duty 

THE INITIATIVE by 19 deputies to make voting 
in general elections compulsory Is dearly well- 
intentioned but requires deeper analysis before it 
is adopted as the law of the land. No doubt there is 
considerable merit in asking eligible voters to take 
part in parliamentary elections because without 
public involvement and support the entire demo- 
cratic process is threatened and at best weakened. 
•When people call for democracy, and then stay 
away from voting booths on election day, they are, 
in effect, frustrating exactly what they had 
painstakingly campaigned for and achieved. 

The issue, however, is not whether public 
participation in parliamentary elections is neces- 
sary, but rather what appropriate ways and 
means can be deployed to attain this purpose. For 
starters, to legislate laws that would penalise 
non-voters may not stand the test of international 
scrutiny. The rale of thumb under various inter- 
national human rights treaties and conventions, 
especially the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR), is that voting is a right 
that dtizens should be encouraged to exercise, but 
not a legal obligation. 

Political parties and even the government can 
introduce campaigns calling for wider public 
participation In general elections. There are also 
educational ways to achieve this national objec- 
tive, ranging from introducing courses on dvics as 
early as possible at schools to stepping up cam- 
paigns for this purpose by the various political 
parties. If forced-to vote, _ people may dedde to 
cast negative votes when they are undecided or 
indifferent or simply do not know who among the 
candidates represents their best interest. 

It must also be remembered that because of the 
prolonged suspension of parliamentary elections 
since the 1967 Arab-Israeli war, our people had 
lost the habit of voting. So, deputies behind the 
move to make voting obligatory must not form 
hasty conclusions about public support for dec- 
tions, or lack of it, on the strength of one voting 
experiment, namdy that of 1989. There is every 
reason to anticipate greater public participation in 
the forthcoming parliamentary elections without 
the precipitous move to make voting a duty 
enforceable by law, especially after the formation 
and registration of several political parties. It is 
premature to take such a drastic step as obligatory 
suffrage at this stage, particularly in light of the 
international consensus that voting is a right, not 
a duty. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


BY ANNOUNCING that Israel plans to return some of the 
expelled Palestinians. Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres is 
trying to show the world that the Jewish state is trying to solve the 
problem gradually, said A1 Ra*i Arabic daily Saturday. There can 
be no compromise solution to the problem and the only 
settlement lies in the implementation of Security Council Resolu- 
tion 799. which calls for the return of all the evicted persons 
without any conditions, (he paper stressed. Israel is trying to 
present (he Palestinians as refusing Israel's plan for the gradual 
return of the evicted people and their obstinacy as delaying moves 
to bring them back to their families, the paper pointed out. It said 
that this is an evil game which would not succeed in fulfilling 
Israel's objectives because nothing has been done on the ground, 
and the bail is still in the Israeli court. There can be no alternative 
to a firm stand on the pan of the world community which must 
insist that Israel implement the U.N. resolution without any 
condition, continued the paper. The Arabs and the Europeans 
Should try to see to it that prompt action is being done and the 
U.S. administration ought to open the way for the Security 
Council to impose its will and force Israel to comply with the 
wishes and the rules of the world community, the paper 
demanded. Any further delays in this matter, it said, can only 
reflect negatively on the world organisation and can trigger 
further cycles of violence in the Middle East. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Dustour daily Saturday urged the 
Jordanian government to make new bids to end the blockade on 
Aqaba, which is causing severe damages to the national economy. 
Taher Al Udwan said that Mr. Clinton has inherited Mr. Bush's 
orders to the U.S. war ships to impose the blockade, but the new 
president can and should terminate these orders if he really wishes 
to end the tension in the region, by imposing the blockade, Mr. 
Bush had wanted to take revenge on Jordan for opposing the 
presence of foreign forces in the Arabian Peninsula and the war 
on Iraq, he pointed out. The writer said it is known that Jordan is 
contributing to peace around the world, by supplying troops to 
work under United Nations auspices, and everyone realises that it 
is Jordan which is spearheading the Middle East peace efforts and 
playing a key role. Therefore, the Clinton administration ought to 
terminate the blockade which is harming Jordan more than any 
other country, he said. The Jordanian government should make a 
new bid now under the Clinton administration in order to end the 
siege and injustice to this peace-oriented country, demanded the 
writer. He said that Jordan's efforts towards the attainment of 
peace in the region could be harmed and impeded should its 
national economy remain impaired and should the Western 
powers continue to impose jn the Kingdom unjust measures for 
its just and peaceful stand. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Al Fanek 


Tax evasion — a government- 


Critics blame our people for the tendency to evade financial 
commitments to the government, be they taxes or debts or any 
other form of liability. They claim that evasion is part of our 
national culture, unlike the Anglo-Saxon culture where citizens 
volunteer to declare their real liabilities and pay them promptly. 
If a British or American citizen discovered, at a later date, that he 
overlooked a source of income and thus underpaid his commit- 
ment, he would feel troubled until he got dear. 

Our people are no different, and our citizens are acutely aware 
of their commitment and are willing to pay. Some people claim 
that they cannot sleep as long as they have an unpaid debt or 
another outstanding liability. 

However, our government used to encourage evasion and 
default. It repeatedly penalised those who payed on time and 
rewarded those who failed to pay. This is, unfortunately, a 
consistent policy and practice. No wonder that it finally gave 
results — a culture of evasion. 

Last week, the government decided to extend the deadline for 
those who foiled to pay the estimated price of the public property 
conferred on them; thus the defoultees will keep their money and 
continue to own the land at the same time. Who knows, perhaps 
there will be a second deadline for those who foil to honour their 
commitment before the current deadline expires. Deadlines are 


not dead at all, they are open ended. We should not be surprised 
if the government finally decided to relieve the residual defaulters 
by writing off their debt to the treasury all together. Of course 
those who paid on time have only themselves to blame.' 

Tbe customs duty on returnees* cars is another example. 
Returnees were given’- time to pay. The authorities went on 
record, threatening delinquents that their cars will be confiscated 
if they foil to pay before tbe deadline. Some people who knew 
better did not take the threats seriously. They continued to ignore 
the wanting. However, some good-hearted dtizens believed the 
government and took its deadline seriously. Some of them 
borrowed from the banks or friends to pay die customs duty, only 
to be surprised later on by one extension after another. After all 
grace periods ran out, and all deadlines expired, we he ■ now that 
the government formed a committee to look into the individual 
cases and study the financial well-being of those who did not pay 
tbe tax. Perhaps the committee will recommend that those 
"brothers” should be given more time or be exempted from the 
tax in appreciation of their financial difficulties, even though 
some of them literally own millions. 

Something of the sort happened with those who foiled to pay 
tbeir income tax, their water and telephone bills, the installments 
due in favour of Agricultural Credit Corporation or Jordan 
Cooperative Organisation or other public sector entities. 


TTieae are not the exceptions, but a way of life representing 
appeasement, lack of credibility and encouragement of delin- 
■quency/while penalising those who respect their commitments. 

It is not true that those who pay on time are financially better 
off than those who stall. In most cases it is the opposite. Some 
returnees who paid the customs duty on tbeir cars early, used 
borrowed money and paid interest. They are sorry now, but 
perhaps they learned a lesson for the future. 

. . If government officials are under the impression that with these 
• malp r a ctices in dealing with public funds they gain popularity, 
.they are. wrong. The minority which does not pay. and finally 
benefits from- tbe default, thinks that they are smart and 
far-sighted. They don’t feel grateful to tbe government. The 
majority who pays feels that they were fooled or cheated, and lied 
'■to.' Their frustration and anger will definitely not be translated 
into popularity of tbe government. 

In the future, when you read government announcements 
regarding deadlines for the payment of any liability, do not be 
narve, do hot believe the government. The government does not 


blamed, they were trained to act that way. 


In ordering the expulsion of 413 
Palestinians from the occupied 
territories, the Israeli govern- 
ment of Yitzhak Rabin has 
offered further proof of a fun- 
damental inability to understand 
its “Palestinian problem”, let 
alone deal with it in anything but 
military terms. For many Palesti- 
nians, whether supporters of the 
peace talks with Israel or oppo- 
nents, the deportation order may 
in fact be the final proof. 

At the very least, the Israeli 
decision is playing straight into 
the hands of militant Islamist 
groups in the occupied territories 
such as Hamas and Islamic Jihad. 
Unless steps are taken that effec- 
tively reverse the expulsion order 
within the next few weeks, 
Palestinian grassroots sentiment 
may shift decisively against the 
peace process. In that case the 
PLO may conclude that it simply 
cannot afford to instruct the 
Palestinian delegation to return 
to the negotiating table for yet 
another round of inconclusive 
talks. 

Understanding the appeal of 
Hamas 

The growing political clout of 
the main Islamist force. Hamas, 
has not arisen out of a vacuum. It 
is attracting an increasing number 
of adherents, who support its call 
for armed resistance to the Israeli 
military occupation and rejection 
of compromise, thanks to the 
deepening despair and polarisation 
provoked among the Palestinians 
by Israeli policies in the terri- 
tories. 

Contrary to Palestinian hopes 
the conditions of daily life eased 
little after Mr. Rabin took office 
last June. Having pledged to 
cease deportations and the de- 
molition of houses belonging to 
security suspects, he nonetheless 
authorised increased resort to the 
feared Special Units (that oper- 
ate, in effect, as undercover 
death squads), relaxed already 
liberal “rules of fire'’ against 
Palestinian activists, and oversaw 
continuing recourse to long cur- 
fews, and other collective punish- 
ments. 

Nor were the Palestinians im- 
pressed when Mr. Rabin ordered 
the release of 800 prisoners in 
September as a goodwill gesture: 
most had nearly completed their 
sentences anyway, and Israeli 
security forces made almost as 
many new arrests again in the 
same month. 

But it is continued Israeli set- 
tlement activity that has aroused 
the greatest Palestinian hostility 
and suspicion. Despite the 
announced slow-down in con- 
struction at existing settlements, 
the Israeli housing ministry has 
continued to work on 121,000 
houses already under contract. 
The ministry of defence has also 
helped settlement activity, with 
one of its key officials, a Rabin 
appointee, using his access to 
rush army-owned prefabricated 


By John C. Gault and 
John K. Cooley 

GENEVA — Bill Clinton and his 
team inherit a Gulf region that is 
even more unstable than when 
George Bush came to office. 

Mr. Bush's advisors from then 
Secretary of States James Baker 
on down, told Congress and the 
American people that “regional 
arms control measures” were a 
crucial objective, but that goal 
was quietly shelved. Any hope 
for its revival faded when Mr. 
Bush, at the height of the pres- 
idential campaign, announced 
new sales of military aircraft to 
Saudi Arabia. 

That desperate campaign man- 
oeuvre was seen by observers as 
an attempt to coddle the U.S. 
arms industry. It has turned 
smoldering Gulf embers into a 
raging arms buildup. This is burn- 
ing out of control quite apart 
from the indecisive showdowns 
between the U.S. -led coalition 
and Saddam Hussein. 

Russia and other ex-Soviet 
states have been handed a perfect 


Feeding violence in the occupied 
territories: Hamas or Rabin? 


By Y«aJd Sayigh 


homes into certain sites before 
the slow-down was implemented. 
Most aggravating for tbe Palesti- 
nians. however, has been acceler- 
ated Israeli construction in and 
around East Jerusalem. 

It is to these physical realities 
that Hamas points when it tells its 
supporters that the peace talks 
are a sham, which Israel is using 
to stifle international criticism 
while it creates new facts on the 
ground. The failure of the Palesti- 
nian negotiating team to obtain 
tangible changes in the daily lives 
of the people under Israeli milit- 
ary occupation has lent credence 
to rhe Hamas argument and 
steadily undermined the credibil- 
ity of the PLO, which authorised 
participation in the peace pro- 
cess. 

Peace talks at a standstill 

The Palestinian-Israeli track in 
the peace talks had already 
reached a standstill before the 
eruption of the present crisis. 
Rabin first aroused Palestinian 
doubts when he retained cabinet 
secretary Elyakim Rubinstein as 
bead of the Israeli negotiating 
team. This was partly due to 
internal politics — Mr. Rabin 
wished to exdude nominees of 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
— but then neither did be replace 
any other members of the team 
(with the exception of a settler 
representative). 

Originally selected by the out- 
going prime minister, Yitzhak 
Shamir, who had vowed to spin 
out the talks “for ten years” while 
he settled the territories with 
“half a million Jews,” Mr. Rubin- 
stein is known to prefer the Likud 
formula of granting the Palesti- 
nians “autonomy of people, not 
land.” In the event, Mr. Rubin- 
stein has not in fact needed to 
deviate from the new govern- 
ment's line, whatever his private 
views, The supposedly revised 
Israeli proposal for Palestinian 
autonomy on offer from Mr. 
Rabin’s government is little diffe- 
rent in substance from earlier 
documents presented during Mr. 
Shamir’s premiership. 

The current peace talks are 
meant to ensure a transfer of all 
civilian powers and authority to 
the Palestinians, prior to discus- 
sing the final fate of the occupied 
territories. This means dissolving 
the so-called Gvil Administration 
that Israel created in 1980, and 
handing over to a Palestinian 
interim self-government. Howev- 
er, the Israeli negotiating propos- 
al reconstitutes the self-same 
Civil Administration, with Israeli 
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personnel still in all key positions, 
under the guise of setting up an 
extensive range of “liaison com- 
mittees'* that effectively oversee 
Palestinian activity in all spheres 
of life. 

Just as seriously, Israeli civilian 
ministries are to provide all ser- 
vices, including courts and police, 
for the settlers. Not only is the 
presence of the settlers illegal 
under international law, but so is 
this “extra-territorial'’ role of tbe 
ministries, which are supposed to 
operate only through the military 
occupation government. Coupled 
with direct ministry involvement 
in the running of Palestinian 
affairs through the proposed 
“liaison committees*’, this exten- 
sion of the Israeli legal system 
and civilian control into the occu- 
pied territories amounts to creep- 
ing annexation. . 

Such stalling on the Israeli side 
could only feed tbe sceptics and 
outright opponents of the peace 
process on tbe Palestinian side. 
Their case was put into even 
sharper relief when Israel 
announced, on the eve of the 
eighth round of peace talks that 
started on Dec. 7, completion of 
a tunnel connecting Israeli settle- 


ments in the Bethlehem and Heb- 
ron areas of the West Bank. 
Already under internal pressure 
to boycott the talks entirely, the 
PLO at last responded by sending 
a much-reduced delegation to 
Washington. Despite this protest, 
the Palestinian negotiators were 
authorised to progress with their 
Israeli counterparts in drafting a 
common agenda. But by then the 
stage was set for confrontation in 
the territories. 

“The only language they 
understand” 

In a sense, tbe Israeli resort to 
mass deportation in response to 
the slaying of soldiers by Hamas 
activists was typical. Here at last 
was a situation that Rabin and his 
army command understood, both 
by instinct and by training. It was 
a straight forward military prob- 
lem that bad a practical answer. 
Such a massive response would 
moreover have a dramatic 
psychological impact. Hamas 
would be devastated, its ability to 
threaten Israelis or disrupt the 
peace process severely 
weakened, and the Palestinian 
“peace camp” strengthened com- 
mensurately. 


Or so went the reasoning. In 
reality, mass deportation could 
only confirm Hamas' militant 
credentials beyond any doubt. 
Surely, any Palestinian might 
argue, Israel would not resort to 
such extreme measures unless it 
saw Hamas as a real threat to its 
continued control over’ Palesti- 
nian. lives and land? An added 
irony is that it was Israel that 
tacitly encouraged the rise of 
Hamas a decade ago.in the hope 
of undermining PLO influence. 

The 'steadily increasing resort 
by Israel to punitive military mea- 
sures over the past few months 
has in part been due to Mr. 
Rabin’s wish to appear firm 
against Palestinian attacks, espe- 
cially in the face of criticism by 
the Israeli right. But it also re- 
veals an Israeli inability, or even 
a deep-seated unwillingness, to 
deal with the political roots of foe 
challenge posed by Hamas. The 
question is not whether force is 
foe only language that Palesti- 
nians understand, but whether it 

'■ the only, language in which 
Israeli leaders really know how to 
speak to Palestinians. 

There were, and remain, real 


The Gulf states need arms control 


excuse to slow up conversion of 
their arms industries and to sell 
surplus weapons to the Gulf. 
Russia and China recently made 
major arms sales to Iran. Most 
western amis exporters continue 
to sell weapons to Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and other Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council countries. These ex- 
tra arms are entering an explo- 
sive, volatile environment. 

While most attention has been 
focused on the slow-motion 
Mideast peace talks and the 
U.N.-supervised and U.S.-back- 
ed destruction of Iraq's non-con- 
ventional weapons, other destabi- 
lising forces have been at work. 

Iran has reasserted claims to 
three islands in the Gulf. Qatar 
and Saudi Arabia came to blows 
in September over a border out- 
post in a dispute exploited by Iran 
to divide the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (composed of Saudi Ara- 
bia. Kuwait. Bahrain, Qatar, 
Oman and the United Arab Emi- 
rates). An old territorial dispute 
between Qatar and Bahrain re- 
mains unsettled. 


The Gulf council itself has 
failed to incorporate other Arab 
countries — notably Syria and 
Egypt — in the regional security 
arrangements that were agreed 
on after the Gulf war. The coun- 
cil prefers a go-it-alone approach, 
ignoring the fact that no lasting 
security arrangements are possi- 
ble in foe Gulf without broader 
— and especially Iranian — parti- 
cipation. 

Perhaps most importantly, 
Muslim fundamentalist move- 
ments, often with Iranian sup- 
port, are gaining steadily 
throughout the Arab World, in- 
cluding Saudi Arabia. 

These disturbing developments 
must be seen against destabilising 
trends from the Balkans to the 
Indian subcontinent. Muslim 
states, especially Iran, are sus- 
pected of arming Bosnian Mus- 
lims. Christians in Lebanon have 
shipped weapons to the Serbs. 

China and India reportedly are 
biddijtg to buy a Ukrainian air- 
craft carrier. Despite U.S. 
opposition. Russia is said to have 
delivered at least the components 


for India’s long-range Agni mis- 
sile programme. A second Bush 
administration would not have 
been able to make its ritual 
annual assurances to Congress 
that Pakistan had no nudear de- 
vices. (India tested one back in 
1974). 

In a presentation to the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee dur- 
ing the Gulf war, Mr. Baker 
called on tbe Gulf council to take 
the lead in “building a reinforcing 
network of new and strengthened 
security ties.” The incoming 
secretary of state, Warren Christ- 
opher, would do well to renew 
Mr. Baker’s proposal. 

The Gulf council, in turn, 
would be well advised to act 
before either Iran’s mullahs or 
Saddam Hussein make new 
aggressive moves in the region. It 
should propose to Iran and others 
a regional arms control system 
that would provide for mutual 
inspections. There is a precedent 
in the chemical weapons conven- 
tion that opened for signature in 
Paris earlier this month. 

In his book “The Chemical 


Weapons Convention and Arms 
Control in foe Middle East.” 
Peter Herby argues that the che- 
mical weapons treaty gives Mid- 
dle East states an opportunity to 
begin confidence^ building io the 
field of arms control. By provid- 
ing for challenge inspections and 
banning possession — rather than 
merely use — of chemical 
weapons, the new convention 
provides extra assurances to its 
signers. 

Iran has announced its willing- 
ness to sign the convention. All 
Gulf council countries should do 
the same. Moreover, they should 
challenge Iran to expand the con- 
vention regionally to include 
additional weapons, both conven- 
tional and non-conventionaJ. 

. The Clinton administration 
should Support such a Gulf coun- 
cil initiative. It should restrict 
U.S. aims sales to the whole 
region, rather than just to 
selected countries. And Washing- 
ton ought to try hard to persuade 
other arms exporters to refrain 
from sales in foe Gulf. It aiw is 
imperative that it do what it can 


alternatives. One is to implement 
sweeping improvements in hu- 
man rights as a matter of policy, 
instead of using the issue as a 
bargaining chip at the negotiating 
table, as foe Israelis have done 
over foe past 15 months. Another 
is to dispense with foe pretence 
that Israel can ever clinch a final 
interim agreement with the 
Palestinians without talking 
directly to foe PLO. An addition- 
al. complementary alternative for 
Israel is to offer substantive nego- . 
dating proposals that provide the 
Palestinians with meaningful con- 
trol over their own lives. 

That the Rabin government is 
unlikely to pursue any of these 
options, nor indeed to think up 
any others, is, unfortunately, 
borne out by the fact that the 
Israeli prime minister failed utter- 
ly to follow up his military initia- 
tive — the deportation order — . 
with an equally dramatic political 
gesture. Common sense and poli- 
tical wisdom should have dictated 
such an approach, but Mr. Rabin 
appears set on doing nothing until 
he meets President Clinton in 
Washington in March. This fai- 
lure, perhaps more than anything 
else, is a cause for pessimism 
about the ability of Israel to 
. extricate itself from foe comer it 
has painted itself into, and to save 
foe peace process. 

^Time is pinning out 

, :Sf AJid titiRf’ is how running out 
^ster tliffri ' ever. .The JfLO 
"‘appears determined to resist 
pressure from Hamas' and other 
opposition sources, despite the 
emerging' tactical alliance, in the 
hope of salvaging foe peace talks. 
It may, by offering some form of 
“powersharing,’’ manage to woo 
Hamas leaders and so soften even 
their opposition to the negotia- 
tions. And in all cases, it will 
tread carefully in order not to 
allow foe deportation crisis to 
turn into a fruitless contest of 
wills with Mr. Rabin. 

The PLO will nonetheless grow 
less able to withstand grassroots 
pressure for a complete boycott 
of foe peace talks as long as tbe 
deportation order stands un- 
altered. It will be difficult enough 
to get back on track even then, 
and the PLO may be pushed 
further into an awkward alliance 
with Hamas unless there is a 
substantial change in Israeli poli- 
cy, especially on talking to the 
PLO or offering real self-govern- 
ment for the territories. 

And even then it may be too 
late. History holds a lesson. In 
March 1968, Fateh took on a 
superior Israeli force at Karama 
just over the border in Jordan. It 
lost half its strength, fait in doing 
so won thousands of new recruits 
and seized the Palestinian lead- 
ership virtually overnight. The 
mass deportation of Islamic activ- 
ists may now do the same for 
Hamas — Middle East Interna- 
tional. 


to wean U.S. arms makers off ’• 
their dependency on exports. 
Accelerated conversion of these 
industries to peaceful purpose 
will be foe key. 

It might be hard to persuade 
the American public to defend 
yet another Gulf monarchy from 
aggression. It also trill not be easy J 
to reduce U.S. dependence on 
imported oil. But, taken 
together, these factors should 
drive foe Qimon team to. an 
all-out effort in support of anus 
control in the Gulf. 

The concern that allied support 
might be less enthusiastic next ■- 
time and that armed fnit’jf 
damentalists could be a more 
implacable source of instability 
than Saddam Hussein should spar 
the Gulf Cooperation 'Councfl'to. ' ' '■ 
learn to jive'and work with" Iran 
now. 


Mir. Gault is a consultant on 
Energy investment and finance. 
Mr. Cooley is an ABC News 
correspondent based in Cyprus. 
Joe article is reprinted from tbe 
international Herald Tribune. 
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"I Birds of Jordan — a 
pioneering book on Kingdom’s avifauna 


Society makes life easier 
for animals, their owners 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — After years of hunt- 
ing birds with “zeal and plea- 
sure.... humanitarian and cultural 
reasons” prompted Jordanian re- 
searcher Arslan Ramadan to 
trade his gun for a camera and 
take up the hobby of bird photo- 
graphy. 

In 1985, Mr. Ramadan began 
a five-year pursuit of birds in 
Jordan, driving throughout the 
country, “from end to end 4 *, 
covering 200,000 kilometres in 
the process. The effort was 
crowned with a 212-page book 
that lists the species of birds that 
either stay in the country per- 
manently or visit it during their 
seasonal migration. 

Published by Mr. Ramadan in 
1992. the book, written in Arabic 
and English, features coloured 
photos of most of the over 340 
species of birds found in the 
country. Scientific information 
about these species is provided by 
Dr. Hala Hourani. 

Mr. Ramadan, says the book is 
not a scientific study but a docu- 
mentation of many Jordanian 
bird species, hoping that a full 
documentation of the country's 
avifauna will be completed in the 
future either by him or by other 
workers in the field. 

Noting the lack of studies on 
the birds of the Arab World in 
modern times. Mr. Ramadan says 
the main source of information 
about the fauna of Arabia comes 


from western sources. Arab scho- 
lars have barfly dmtributed to 
the field, he says in his introduc- 
tion to the “Birds of Jordan.” 

With the advent of the 20th 
century, however, some Arab 
scholars started to prepare books 
about the birds of their countries, 
depending on western sources of 
information, says Mr.. Ramadan. 

Egyptian, Libyan, Iraqi, Oma- 
ni and Saudi scholars, among 
others, later produced “excellent 
books” on the avifauna of their 
countries, Mr. Ramadan says. 

Similar research in Jordan is 
“still in its infancy,” adds Mr. 
Ramadan who learned photogra- 
phy “through practice, patience 
and perseverance.” 

According to Mr. Ramadan. 
Jordan has a rich avifauna that 
can be divided into .two main 
categories: residents, that stay 
and breed in the country, such as 
the larks and owls, and migrant 
species, that visit Jordan at va- 
rious times, such as hawks and 
waders. 

Most migrating birds spend 
some time in the Jordan Valley 
and the Azraq oasis, which, 
according to Mr. Ramadan, pro- 
vide them with “a marvellous 
haven'’ before they proceed to 
their breeding grounds in Europe 
and Asia in the spring or travel to 
Africa in autumn to spend the 
winter. 

“Birds of Jordan” also lists 
ancient and modem Arab and 
western works on the birds of 
Arabia and their habitats. 






Cover of Arslan Ramadan’s book 


Premier urges fairness, adherence to rules Deputies seek ban on any blockade 


(Continued from page 1) 

On Jan. 13 fifteen deputies 
asked that Parliament debate civil 
* service appointments since the 
beginning of 1990 until the end of 
1992 to check against alleged 
unfairness and favouritism in 
granting work opportunities to 
job seekers. 

The Lower House has sche- 
duled a session for Sunday to 
discuss this question (see page 3). 

Coinciding with the prime 
minister's directives an 11-point 
government communique was 
issued Saturday giving directives 
concerning the filling of vacant 
posts at various public offices. 
These include the. following: 

—No-one can be appointed in 
the civil service unless a vacancy 
post exists. The concerned gov- 
ernment department can request 
the CSC for candidates; 

— The CSC should supply all 
government departments with a 
list of candidates and should fol- 
low the appointment procedures; 

— Each government depart- 
ment planning to cany out capital 
projects should prepare a list of 
these projects before the end of 
February giving particulars about 
the needed technical personnel; 

— Government departments 
should prepare lists of posts and 


the people filling them in coop- 
eration with the Budget Depart- 
ment and the (CSC); 

— Government departments 
wishing to hire people should 
request the approval of the CSC. 
which in turn can nominate candi- 
dates,’ - 

— These measures should be 
followed under all categories of 
and various types of jobs — 
permanent or temporary; 

— The Ministry of Education 
should lay down rules and princi- 
ples for appointment of em- 
ployees receiving pay from 
allocations for overtime work. 
The ministry should publish the 
names of appointees an-lfie. local 
press;. . »' , 

— Government departments 
can make new appointments in 
accordance with articles 13 and 18 
of the CSC regulations issued in 
1988; 

— The names of appointees 
should appear in more than one 
daily newspaper; 

— A copy of the appointments 
should be supplied to the Audit 
Bureau, the CSC, the AC1B and 
the Ministry of Finance; and 

— The implementation of 
three directives should be closely 
followed by the Audit Burea, the 
ACIB and the General Budget 
Department. 


(Continued from page l! 


U.S. said to have put Israel on notice 


(Continued from page I) 
the cases of the expellees, and 
possibly bring back some of 
them. 

But Abdul Aziz Rantisi, a 
spokesman for the evictees in 
their tent camp in Marj Al 
Zohour in southern Lebanon, 
told reporters they would reject 
any solution short of returning all 
of them. 

Rabin spokesman Gad Ben- 
Ari, meanwhile, had no comment 
on the report in the Washington 
Post. 

Arab delegations have said 
they would not resume the peace 
talks begun in October 1991 un- 
less the evictees were returned. 
The last round of talks were in 
December in Washington. 

Mr. Peres was interviewed on 
Israel Radio from Davos, 
Switzerland, where he was lob- 
bying European officials against 
supporting Security Council sanc- 
tions when the forum convenes 
next week. He said he was confi- 
dent the measure would not go 


Hamas 

(Continued from page 1) 
al elections, the elected members 
will decide.” 

He said Hamas would accept a 
Palestinian state on only part of 
the area of mandate Palestine as a 
first step towards freeing the 
whole territory from Israeli rule. 

The position opens the possi- 
bility of common ground between 
Hamas and Fateh for which the 
aim of the peace talks is Palesti- 
nian independence in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Nazzal said: “We believe 
that a state can be established on 
any part of Palestinian territory 
that is liberated. So we are not 
against a staged solution... but we 
cannot give legitimacy to the- 
other party (Israel) by recognis- 
ing that the remaining part of 
Palestinian territory is not 
Palestinian.” 


proposed in the signatories’ let- 
ter, says that “the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan cannot sever 
relations with any other Arab 
state and it cannot close its bor- 
der with any of the Arab states 
and it is categorically banned 
from imposing an embargo on 
trade in any of its forms by land, 
sea or air against any Arab 
state.” 

This move comes a week after 
a group of 300 leading Jordanian 
personalities signed a statement 
urging the government to break . 
theyj mterba tipritH . embargo 
Iraq which went" iftttr effect -fiT 
August of 1990 at the beginning 
of the Gulf crisis. 

In their statement, the Jorda- 
nian politicians, including some 
of the signatories of the new 
statement, said Jordan “should 
spearhead Arab efforts to allevi- 
ate the suffering of the Iraqi 
people.” 

There was no official reaction 
to the old letter, but many gov- 
ernment members privately criti- 


cised its contents and described it 
at the time as an attempt to 
outbid the government on the 
question of relations with Iraq. 

The signatories of Saturday's 
letter included: Abdul Karim 
Dughmi, Salim Zoubi, Ibrahim 
Ghababsheh. Mohammad Fans 
Tarawneh, Deeb Marji. Isa 
Rimoni, Mansour Murad. Abdul 
Munim Abu Zant, Daoud Kojak. 
Ibrahim Khreisat. Ahmad Kofa- 
hi. Ziad Abu Mahfouz. Kamel 
Omari, Ahmad Kafaween, 
Mohammad Al Haj, Abdul Aziz 
,Jaber. Hammam Sai’d, Yousef 
-Al Athem, Deeb Artis. Hamzeh 
Mansour, Yousef Khasawneh, 
Fawzi Shaker Tuaimeh, Fakhri 
Kawar, Ali Faqir, Mohammad 
Darfour. Ahmad Innab, Hussein 
Mjalli, Husni Shiyab, Abdul Baqi 
Gam mo, Mohammad AJawneh, 
Mohammad Bakhit Muarar, 
Mohammad Azaideh, Saad Had- 
dadin. Ali Hawamdeh, Faris 
Nabulsi, Abdullah Akaileh, 
Yacoub Qarrash, Abdul Hafiz 
Alawi, Bass am Haddad in and 
Laith Shbeilat. 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Donkeys and horses 
tied up with barbed wire and 
telephone cables which cut across 
their bodies, leaving wounds 
open to swarms of flies, are a 
common scene in Jordan. A more 
; frequent sight is that of worn out 
saddles being used on horses for 
touristic purposes. 

To the critical eve, these con- 
traptions look like battered 
pieces of cloth. But a curious 
onlooker might decide id lift one 
of these “saddles” and see what 
lies beneath. What one would 
find are maggots and a raw bleed- 
ing back. 

“When we inspected these 
'saddles' we found they were no 
more than frames held together 
by wire, thin frail string and bits 
of sharp cord,” said an outraged 
Chris Latter. She is among a 
team of five who make up the 
Jordanian Society for the Protec- 
tion of Animals (JSPA) affiliated 
to the Society for the Protection 
of Animals Abroad (SPANA). 
Ms. Larter has been working with 
this society for the past four years 
as field supervisor and has been 
working closely with Dr. Basel 
Arafat, society director and 
veterinary surgeon at the Minis- 
try of Agriculture. 

The team follows up cases of 
animals that are sick and mistre- 
ated in Jordan. With two Land- 
Rovers and two veterinary dres- 
sers, Khaled Salman and Mazin 
Qaisi, Ms. Larter covers different 
parts of the Kingdom on a daily 
basis. Usual rounds would take 
her to Wadi Seer. Ajloun, Salt, 
the Jordan Valley, the Dead Sea. 
North Shuneh. Madaba and sur- 
rounding villages. 

SPANA was founded in 1923 
by Mrs. Frances Hosali and her 
daughter Nina. This year SPANA 
celebrated its 70th anniversary, 
and a long list of accomplish- 
ments in countries such as Moroc- 
co, Tunisia and Algeria. Jordan 
became affiliated to it upon the 
request of her Royal Highness 
Princess Alia Bint Al Hussein in 
1987. 

At the moment, a clinic is 
being built in Deir Alla, in the 
Jordan Valley, as a resting place 
for animals needing treatment. 
M$. Larter pointed out that in 
many cases, an animal, a donkey 
for example, may be treated for a 
raw back caused' by overloading, 
yet the owner does not allow it to 
rest and ends up overloading it 
soon after its wounds are dressed. 
So, the clinic would be ideal as a 
resting place for worn-out anim- 
als to heal properly. 

A visit by one of the mobile 
clinics means medical and profes- 
sional help, free of charge, to 
people whose animals need aid. 
Ropes, blankets and harnesses 
(made from belts donated by the 
army) otherwise unaffordable by 


these owners are given, chains 
arc bound so that they do not cut 
into the animals’ muzzles. Some- 
times problems are faced as own- 
ers refuse to let their horses or ' 
mules be put down. 

Ms. Larter explains that “these 
people depend on the animals for 
their livelihood, so putting them 
to sleep is unthinkable to them.” 
As a result, the animal is worked 
until it drops dead from its ail- 
ment. 

A hard worn traveler who has 
seen many cases in Jordan, Ms. 
Larter has some pretty gruesome 
stories to tell. They tell about 
donkey ears being chopped off, 
lame horses and donkeys being 
forced to work, infections left 
untreated and raw abscesses left 
to fester in the scorching sun. 

The team makes usual rounds 
to villages and is met by owners 
who gather their ailing animals 
for treatment. Sometimes the 
team treats abandoned animals. 

Ms. Later says that many anim- 
als are abandoned at side roads 
because they have gone lame or 
are suffering from some sort of 
infection. In such instances, the 
animals are destroyed and their 
carcasses removed. 

The team treats wounds, ten- 
dons and swollen joints, and 
offers the services of teeth- 
rasping and hoof-trimming. 
However, according to Ms. Lar- 
ter, this is not enough since “we 
also aim at educating the owners. 
They're is a lot of ignorance and 
poverty in North Africa and in 
Jordan.” Consequently, a far- 
riery course was held this summer 
under the supervision of Dr. Tina 
MacGregor and Walt Taylor 
from Wor king Together for 
Eq nines (WTFE). They trained 
students from local horse clubs in 
horse-shoeing. 

“Horse-shoeing is a disappear- 


ing an in Jordan, but due to these 
courses, especially as they 
travelled from village to village, 
there are now a reasonable num- 
ber of keen young farriers at 
work,” said Ms. Later. 

To combat the problem of sad- 
dles, Mr. Andre Bubear. a sad- 
dler accompanying the farriery 
team, pointed out to animal own- 
ers the proper ways of harnessing 
and saddlery, emphasising the 
use of local education in the 
educational curriculum, whereby ‘ 
children will learn how to 
approach animals, preventing a 
lot of unnecessary cruelty, added 
Ms. Larter. 

Donkeys, concludes the super- 
visor, are the worst treated anim- 
als in Jordan since “they are 
placid and put up with the most 
awful injuries. A mule will not 
stand this and will kick, especially 
if it is cut under the tail from 
wrongly positioned wire.” 

Camels are other animals 
which are closely monitored by 
the society. Being susceptible to 


blood parasites and skin diseases 
which can be transmitted to other 
animals, camels in the Jordan 
Valley arc treated and recorded 
for various diseases. 

In answer to a comment about 
there being so much human 
tragedy in the world which should 
be concentrated upon rather than 
animals. Ms. Larter says: “Tc 
ignore a donkey with a 12-inch- 
long maggot infected girth until 
the last human mouth'has been 
fed is an act of gross inhumanity . 
Where is the owner going to find 
the money to replace the animal 
if it dies due to lack of treatment? 
Some owners depend on agri- 
cultural animals for their own 
survival.” 

Dr. Basel Arafat, who said that 
the society was in need of more 
funding, added that plans were 
under way for a second clinic, 
near Amman, which would also 
serve as the society's headquar- 
ters. The society's office is pre- 
sently situated at the Ministry of 
Agriculture. 






SPANA in action: Rasping the teeth of an old mule (above) and 
attending to a donkey's swollen leg are some of the activities meant to 
make animals’ life more bearable, benefiting both them and their 
owners whose life strongly depends on that of their animals 
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through. 

He said that sanctions would 
reward the Muslim fundamental- 
ists who object to peace negotia- 
tions, and “in the end the peace 
process would be punished more 
than Israel.” 

But Mr. Peres acknowledged 
the negotiations were in trouble 
because of the controversy. “We 
have a problem about how to 
renew the peace process,” he 
said. 

He added that it was "a very 
complicated situation." 

Energy Minister Amnon 
Rubinstein of the left-wing 
Meretz Party told the radio that 
Thursday's high court ruling, 
though it upheld the expulsions, 
“also offered a way for a com- 
promise solution.” 

Mr. Rubinstein referred to Mr. 
Rabin's promise to the court to 
review all the evictees’ cases, 
without any link to whether they 
decide to appeal. Israeli reports 
said Friday that dozens of the 
men could end up returning after 
the reviews. 

The process, Mr. Rubinstein 
said, “will allow Israel, putting it 
cautiously, to partially comply 
with international demands with- 
out handing over a total victory to 
the Hamas people.” 

Expellee spokesman Rantisi 
suggested the Palestinians would 
not accept the idea. 

“Our cause is one. We don’t 
'believe in partial solutions. The 
U.N. resolution calls ‘for our 
immediate and unconditional re- 
turn,’ all of us.” 

But in Tunis, Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) Political 
Department head Farouk Kad- 
doumi sounded more open to a 
compromise. “Our aim lias never 
been to make the Security Coun- 
cil issue a resolution punishing 
Israel but to make the expellees 
return to their homes,” he said. 

“If we can convince all the 
world countries including the Un- 
ited States to pressure Israel ... 
'then our goal is achieved,” he 
added. 
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Seles wins 3rd straight Australian Open 

Frustrated Graf admits letting Seles off hook 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, 1993 


MELBOURNE (Agencies) — Steffi 
Graf was locked into fierce self- 
analysis Saturday after losing her 
absorbing three-set duel with 
world number one Monica Seles 
in the final of the Australian 
Open. 

Intense disappointment was 
etched all over the 23-year-old 
German's face as she struggled to 
accept a 4-6 6-3 6-2 scoreline 
which failed to reflect how close 
she came to upsetting the existing 
order of women’s tennis. 

Sparing herself no sympathy, 
she insisted she had let the match 
slip. “Most definitely.” she said. 
“I’m not very happy about how I 
played. There were times in the 
second set when I felt i wasn't 
aggressive enough and especially 
on her serve. I just let up in that 
second set.” 

Defeat was particularly tough 
to bear for Graf less than eight 
months after her demise at the 
1992 French Open, scene of one 
of the great women's finals of all 
time. 

Seles won that day. 10-8 in the 
final set. and Graf might have 
expected a few favours from the 
gods when their latest tussle went 
into a third set as well. 

Instead, it was the American- 
based Yugoslav who romped 
away with the silverware again, 
clinching her third Australian ti- 
tle -and her eighth Grand Slam 
triumph in less than three years. 

Graf felt her opponent had hit 
harder against her in the past, but 
played with more control. 

“She has always been difficult 
but she probably doesn't make 
that many mistakes any more, 
especially on her returns. I cer- 
tainly don’t think it's a case that 
deep down she wants to win more 
than me.” 

Graf acknowledged she still bad 
chances to win in the third set, 
no.tably when she wasted game 
point on her own serve for 3-3 
and then failed to convert a break 
point in the next game when Seles 
ripped an ace past her racket. 

From the subsequent depths of 
5-2 down, there was no escape 
and her failure to approach the 
net more regularly earlier in the 
match came into sharper focus. 

“I will probably look for a 
different game plan," conceded 
Graf. *‘I definitely hope we play a 
few more times. You lose against 
somebody and you want to play 
that person again as- soon as 
possible." 

Seles', though, is a consistently 


te*oen 

iS i 



Steffi Graf 


moving target for her rivals. Re- 
markably, GraFs previous meet- 
ing was at Wimbledon last year 
and this was only the pair’s fifth 
contest in almost three years. 

Victory again opens up the 
possibility of Seles competing an 
elusive clean sweep of the four 
Grand Slam titles in a single year. 

Last year she missed out on 
Wimbledon when Graf turned 
the tables in a rain-interrupted 
final, while the year before she 
stayed away for persona! reasons. 

With plenty of time to prepare 
for the French Open in May. the 
Wimbledon grass again looks her 
biggest hurdle en route, to a feat 
the 19-year-old still believes to be ' 
well-nigh impossible because of 
' the pressures on modem players. 

“I don't think about it too 
much. I take each match at a time 
and I don't look too far ahead.” 
she said. 

Her next tournament is the 
Virginia Slims Tournament in 
Chicago the week after next, 
merely the latest stop in the busy 
life of a teenage tennis queen. 

She was whisked away to a 
Florida-bound flight less than 
three hours after her match, leav- 
ing behind the impression her 
throne is secure for the fonseeable 
future. 

A quick look at the men's final- 
ists — No. I Jim Courier and No. 
2 Stefas Edberg — who will dash 
at the Australian Open Sunday. 

The two have played seven 
times before with Edberg holding 
a 4-3 edge. Courier won their last 
meeting — a four-set victory in 
last year's final here. 

In this Open, Courier hasn't 
lost a set, but dropped 57 games. 
His total match time on court is 
12 hours, 11 minutes — an aver- 
age of 41 minutes per set. 

Edberg has lost one set and 62 
games. His total match time on 
court is 11 hours, 40 minutes — 
an average of 37 minutes per set. 

Courier has held serve 76 of 85 
service games. He won 223 of 289 
first service points and 127 of 201 
second service points. He served 
37 aces and 16 double faults. He 
saved 19 of 28 break points he 
faced. 

Courier broke serve 34 of 82 
service return games. He had 75 
opportunities to break serve. He 
racked up 202 winners and 135 
unforced errors. He won 148 of 
192 points at the net. 

Edberg has held serve 78 or 87 
service games. He won 271 of 356 
first service points and 105 of 186 
second service points . He served 
12 aces and 16 double faults. He 
saved 25 of 34 break points he. 
faced. 

Edberg broke serve 31 of 84 
service return games. He had 64 
opportunities to break serve. He 
racked up 196 winners and 132 
unforced errors. ,He won 364 of 
561 points at the net. 

ATP discusses system 

■ The Grand Slam committee 
announced at the Australian 
Open a new format for prize 
money at the 1993 Grand Slam 
Cup. 

A 5250,000 reward will be to 
male titlists for each Grand Slam 



Monica Seles of Yugoslavia holds her third consecutive Australian 
Open crown (AFP photo) 


event during the year if they 
compete at the Grand Slam Cup 
at the Munich Olympic Hall, 
December 7-12, 1993. 

The 56 million in prize money 
for the Grand Slam Cup will be 
restructured to accommodate the 
new award. The on-site prize 
money will now total 55 million 
with the champion earning $2.5 
million. Previous winners have 
earned 52 million. 

If a champion of any of the four 
Grand Slams chooses not to play 
the Grand Slam Cup, an event 
sanctioned by the International 
Tennis Federation, their5250,000 
will be put back into the prize 
money. 

The 1992 Grand Slam Cup was 
won by German Michael Stich. 

Meanwhile. Tennis Australia's 
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president, Geoff Pollard, held a 
press conference to express his 
concern about the fairness of the 
ranking point system employed 
by the men’s ATP tour. 

Pollard, who indicated that 
officials from the four Grand 
Slam events will be contacting the 
ATP Tour about this matter, feel 
the point scale heavily favours 
ATP events and not the Grand 
Slams. 

“The reality is the situation 
should be reversed,” Pollard 
said. “The status of .the Grand 
Slams continue to grow with play- 
ers, the media and the tennis 
public.'’ . 

As an example, a *5125,000 
increase in prize money adds 10 
points to the winner’s total in the 
highest category of ATP Tour 
events. At a Grand Slam event, 
it takes an increase of $250,000 in 
prize money to earn 10 extra 
points for the winner. 

A titlist at a one-week ATP 
event can earn more computer 
points than a player who reaches 
the semifinal round of a two- 
week Grand Slam. 

The Australian Open offers 
less prize money than the other 
three Grand Slams and is penal- 
ised in the point system. 

“It is also inapporpriate to dis- 
criminate between the Grand 
Slams on the basis of prize money 
alone,” Pollard said. “We would 
strongly recommend ... that the 
four Grand slams be treated 
equally and awarded double the 
computer points of other tourna- 
ments. 
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i Antonio Spurs' David Robinson (left) blocks aa opponent’s layup 


NBA ROUNDUP 1 

By The Associated Press 

DANNY AINGE scored 13 or his season-high 26 points in the final 
quarter as the Phoenix Suns turned the tables on the San Antonio 
Spurs Friday night, snapping their team-record 10-game winning 
streak, 125-110. 

The Suns, who have won five straight overall and 11 consecutive 
borne games, outre bounded San Antonio 44-34 and held David 
Robinson to 15 points, nine under his average. 

Kevin Johnson rod Charles Barkley each scored 21 points for the 
Suns, and Barkley also had 11 rebounds. 

hi Orlandos, Kevin McHale scored seven consecutive points to wipe 
out a 97-90 deficit in the last two minutes of regulation, and Boston 
used a 17-6 run in overtime to beat Orlando 116-105. 

Reggie Lewis’ jumper with 5.3 seconds remaining in regulation 
forced the extra period. He finished with 28 points, including a 
reverse dunk that finished the Celtics' game-ending 9-0 burst. 

Sbaquflle O’Neal led the Magic with 26 points and 13 rebounds, 
but only had one basket in the last five minutes of regulation, while 
the Celtics were finishing a methodical comeback from a 13-point 
deficit. 

Dee Brown scored a career-high 25 points for the Celtics. 

In Charlotte, Byron Scott scored 27 points and bit all five of his 
shots in the second half, leading Los Angeles 123-108 over Charlotte. 

Scott hit 11 of 17 field-goal attempts overall, and the Lakers also- 
got 24 points from James Worthy and 18 from Sam Perkins. Alonzo. 
Mourning scored 23 points and Lany Johnson 21 for the Hornets. 

In Oakland, Ken Norman's two free throws with 9.3 seconds 
remaining lifted Los Angeles over Golden State, who blew a 
nine-point lead in the final period. Chris Mullin had a chance to win it 
when he was fouled by Ron Harper with 6.7 seconds remaining, but 
missed both free throws. Latrell Sprewell got the rebound of the 
second miss, but bis desperation shot bounced off foe rim. Mullin 
scored 17 of his 35 points in foe third quarter and had a season-high 
12 rebounds. 

In Philadelphia, Armon Gilliam scored six of his 17 points during a 
fourth-quarter rally that lifted Philadelphia 92-86 past Washington. 

' In Auburn Hills, Michigan, Joe D umars scored 10 of his 28 points 
in foe fourth quarter as Detroit handed Minnesota its sixth 
consecutive loss 112-103. 

Christian Laettner bad 22 points and 11 rebounds. Chuck Person 
scored 21 point and Michael Williams had 14 points and 12 assists for 
the wolves. Mark Aguirre scored 22 points and Isiah Thomas 20 for 
the Pistons. 

In Dallas, Lionel Simmons scored 16 of his 35 points in foe fourth 
quarter when Sacramento came back from an eight-point deficit to 
hand Dallas its 35th loss in 38 games, 130-120. 
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Australian eye specialist: Lendl needs glasses 

MELBOURNE (R) — An Australian eye specialist has fold 
tennis star Ivan Lendl he should start wearing glasses or contact 
lenses after diagnosing astigmatism, Australian newspapers re- 
ported Saturday. Lendl, 32, who has slipped to number eight in 
foe world from his top berth at the end of 1989, had complained 
about not being able to jndge foe ball properly. Lendl, who was 
knocked out in the first round of the Australian Open last week 
by Sweden's Christian Bergstrom, said he would have his eyes 
retested and might get contact lenses when be goes home to the 
United States. 

No golf for ’96 Olympics 

ATLANTA (AP) — Golf will not be played in the 1996 
Olympics. The decision by foe Atlanta Committee for the 
Olympic Games came Friday one day after the president of the 
International Olympic Committee, Juan Antonio Sam ranch, said 
he felt golf had little chance of being included in the centennial 
games. The committee’s choice of venues for golf caused more 
controversy than foe sport. Its choice was Augusta National Golf 
dub, home of foe Masters each spring and a dub with a long 
history of white-male-only membership. With all the opposition, 
it made little sense to waste effort trying to add golf, ACOG said 
in a statement. 

’Dream team’ players to get diamond rings 

COLORADO SPRINGS (AP) — Flayers on the U.S. Olympic 
basketball team will get gold- and -diamond rings next month to 
commemorate their gold medal victory in foe Barcelona Games. 
The rings, made of 10-karat yellow gold and decorated with five 
diamonds depicting the Olympic rings, are set in a blue spinel 
stone and have alternating rubies and diamonds representing the 
U.S. flag. 
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The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1 9 Pass 1 4 Pass 
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Opening lead: Ace of 4 
Even the best of declarers can 
have a case of snow blindness every 
so often. In the 1991 Worid Champi- 
onships in Yokohama, Japan. South 
bid aggressively to get his side to a 
reasonable small shun, then over- 
looked the easy way to land the 
contract- 

This department endorses the 


bidding as far as North's jump to 
four hearts. We would have rested 
there lest North have too much 
wastage in spades to make a heart 

slaai viable. But who sre we to quar- 
rel with success? 

After the lead of the acs of spades, 
declarer decided to rely on finding 
dubs 4-3, but had no clear plan of 
action in mind as to how to develop 
the suit. The spade was ruffed and a 
round of trumps was drawn, fol- 
lowed by two dub raffs in dummy. 
Eventually, South ran out of steam 
.and lost a diamond and a trump 
trick for down one. 

Declarer was on the right track, 
but fell just one step short. If dubs 
were 4-3, 12 tricks were there for the 
taking. With four fast tricks in the 
minor suits, declarer needed eight 
trump tricks to land the slam. That 
could be accomplished via a com- 
plete crosamff. 

After ruffing the opening lead, de- 
clarer should nave cashed the see- 
king of diamonds and ace of dube. A 
spade ruff is the entry to cash the 
king of clubs and ruff a dub low. 
When that holds up, as does a spade 
raffed with the nine, all's welL Two 
dubs are ruffed with dummy’s high 
tramps and two spades with declar- 
er '9 ace-queen for 12 tricks. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JANUARY 31, 19*3 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: If 
you are in a mood to curtail excess 
today and be satisfied to execute 
the task at hand with excellence, 
then go to the head of the dassl 
There's a full plate today, and your 
work does not go unnoticed. 

ABIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
This is your day to early avoid 
buanes matters and instead to 
concentrate upon the various 
means by which yon can delight 
and please associates. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

You can add whatever is necessary 

to make your environment more 
charming to the eye and more 
efficient in your mote practical 
activities. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have every chance now to so 
arrange your talents and special 
aptitudes that yon wQl be able to 
perfect and make them work to 
your advantage. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Use care in expenditures 
early in the morning bat later you 
find you are able to secure matters 
required at your own residence to 
improve it, 

LEO; (July 22 to August 21) A day 
for you to make a special effort to 
avoid financial matters and to 
cooperate with those yon associate 
with everyday to expand your 
mutual aims. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You like to have everything 


realise this goal with your property 
as well as adding some attractive 
improvements. 

I JMA ; (September 23 to October 
22) You exude charm and magnet- 
ism and can get others to do pretty 
mndi whatever you wish so decide 
your personal desires and " fet 
others know of them. 

SCORPIO; (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) That information for which 
you have been searching is easily 
yours now if you go to experts in 
their fields and let them know it fc 
important to you. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Now you would be 
wise to cultivate those you want as 
dose companions in toe future by 
letting them know that you are 
drawn to them. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Go after whatever you 
desire of a wordly nature now and 
avoid early letting a gripping per- 
son waste your precious time and 
you make big headway. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Be ready, willing and open- 
minded to accept some new in- 
terest that is clamoring to become 
a pan of your life for it can expand 
your success. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your hunches are excellent and 
you can rely upon their accuracy 
with more assurance that they will 
nve you leads in the right (Erection 
for you. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



iNARRis 


“Pm the Flab Fairy! I was supposed 
to put 10 pounds on you over the 
holidays, but I’m behind schedule." 



that Scrambled word game 

• by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to toon 
tour ordinary words. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the swprtae answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: LUSTY BRAVE BANDIT FALLOW 

Answer: How the sad horse looked as he ate his hay— 
BALEFUL 


THE Daily Crossword 


eNsBtora 
plummet 
10 Nutria, *4. 
13 Street show 


15 Numero — 

16 Actor turned 
lawman? 

18 Haifa Gabor 

19 Toothpaste 
Of* 

20 Re nut 

21 Daunted 

23 Dogger 

24 Puma 

26 Colombian city 

29 Ship 

30 Cognizant 

31 Land In water 

32 Actress Ruby 

35 Rood shoulder 

36 Upper body 
36 Importune - 

39 At afl 

40 Hot rock . 

41 Pay boost 

42 Worship place 

44 Way 

45 Wedding row 
word 

46 Lonsbury rote 

47 Key latter 

48 Iranian currency 
50 Nemesis 

53 Mon* Btene. «£. 

54 Dams show 
host turned 
lawman? 

578om 
58 — ease 



81 Parades 

62 Reflection 

DOWN 

1 Fancy fastener 

2 Poor, as an 
excuse 

3 Verbal 

4 Atop, to poets 


OtWlMmtMOBin 

■ MMgnereMnM 

5 Break 

6 Antitoxins 

7 Member of 
royalty 

BWW1 tenure 

9 Scattered 

10 Astronaut 
turned bwman7 

11 tody winner 

12 Highway 
14 MU oath 
17 Quean of 

heaven 

22 Ripen 

23 College buldlng 

25 Eiaopean 
cental 

26 A# — 

27 Writer Wlstar 

28 western star 
turned lawman? 

29 Uke mumps 
33 More canrfuly 
340gter 

38 Finish few 

37 Disallow 

38 Window section 


s tartt Saha* 


nmnnni nnnnn 
□Branran rannnnn 
nnnnnaQ nnmnnnn 
□□□ [jnunnnn nnr. 
SSSS nnnnm nnnn 
□□oon nnn nnnon 
noofjnn onnnnn 
riii , Hun nran 

nnnnnn 
nnnnn run nonnn 
nnon nnnnn nnnn 
non ^nninnnni nnn 
n E2£ nnn nnnnnuG 
Qgonnn nnnnon 
nnnnn nnnnn 


40 Wyoming dty 

41 Egyptian king 

43 Dafoe 

44 African 
radon 

46 Mora wan 
48 — DBon 
47"Catten— " 


49 — Instant 


SO Roosevelt dog 
61 — CrasH 
SZTfresttntoa 
■ wont 
BSBderfy 
56 Haws partner 
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BRASILIA, Brazil (R) — A 
young computer technician 
flpfted out of BraziTs central 
frank with a stolen box of what he 
thought were worn diskettes and 
found be had touched off a 
nationwide alarm. 

. Among the diskettes were two 
tfarf held secret central bank esti- 
mates on the movement of bil- 
fon$ of dollars in the country's 
foreign reserves, rndudmg a pro- 
jection about how high January's 
ifrserve levels would be. 


In a scenario worthy of a Holly- 
wood fantasy, Hilton Ferreira da 
Silva's Jan. 19 theft — which he 
confessed to Wednesday — 
quickly put federal agents on his 
trail. 

The theft was headline news in 
Brazil and the central bank tight- 
ened security, changing computer- 
codes and instituting escorts for 
visitors. 

Although bank officials said 
the information on the tapes did 
not threaten the reserves* secur- 
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Surtax Fund 4 

1.5155 

3.4870 

Deutsche Marie 

1.5860 

1.6113 

Swiss Franc 

1.4625 

1.4SS0 

French Fraac 

5.3655 

5.4515 

Japanese Yen 

124.20 

124.65 

European Camay Uail 

1.2361 ** 

1.2115 
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Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


ULS. Dollar 

3.00 

3.12 

3.25 

3.62 

Sterling Ponnd 

6.3S 

6.37 

•6.00 

5.93 

Deutsche Mark 

6.56 

6.37 

7.93 

MEM 

Swiss Franc 

5.37 

5.37 

5.31 

Mwm 

French Franc 


12.75 

11.00 

9.50 

Japanese Yen 

3.5 0 

3.43 . 

3.34 

3.31 

European Currency Unit 

9.75 

9.75 

9.56 
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Metal 



Metal 

BSSS1 

JO/Gm 

Gold 

330.25 

6.50 

Stiver 

3.66 

.060 


30/1/93 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.686 

0.690- 

Sterling Pound 

1.0217.. 

. +ijU6t- 

Deutsche Marie *»mia 


^- £ 0 . W« 7 ^ : 

Swiss Franc 

0.4616 

• 0.4641 • 

French Franc 

0:1261 

0.J267 

Japanese Yen* 

0.5510 ■ 

0.5538 


0.3790 

0.3809 

Swedish Krona 

mmm 

0.0946 

Ibdtaa lira 0 

0.0461 

0.0463 

Belgian Franc 

0.02071 

0.02087 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.8020 

7.8200 

Lebanese Urn 4 


0.0400 

Saudi Rfyai 

0.1832 

m IB : | 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2300 

2.2900 

Qatari iUyat 

0.1864 

0.7880 

Egyptian Found 

0.1950 

0.2150 

Omani Riyal 

1.7500 

7.7750 

UAE Dirham 

0.1864 

0.1880 

Greek Drachma* 

0.3200 

0.3285 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4330 

1.4580 
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Index 

19/1/93 Close 

27 1.1/93 Close 

AB-Share. 

188.71 

789.69 

Banking Sector 

136.57 

138.22 

Insurance Sector 

Z05.87 

209.82 

Industry Sector 

259.72 

259.33 

Services Sector 

252.25 

253.67 
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ity, President Itamar Franco 
ordered Economy Minister Paulo 
Haddad to announce Brazil’s re- 
serve levels at a late-night news 
conference to prevent financial 
-speculation. 

In New York, the robbery 
sparked laughter and jokes about 
missed opportunities in the Brazi- 
lian debt securities market, where 
the size of international reserves 
has been a bone of contention in 
debt talks between Brazil and 
creditor banks. 

“Imagine if a trader had found 
that reserves were much lower 
than the central bank claimed. 
He coukl have betted the cruzeiro 
(Brazil's currency) would be de- 
valued and cornered the market 
later on,” a Brazilian debt trader 
said. 

Bankers have said they believe 
Brazil is undercounting its re- 
serves to win a larger chunk of 
financing from the International 
Monetary Fund for its $44 billion 
debt accord. An unexpectedly 
large figure would give die banks 
more leverage in persuading Bra- 
zil to use its own reserves. 

Traders said the affair could 
have left the Brazilian govern- 
ment red-faced. 


“There have been some discre- 
pancies in the last couple of years 
about the information the gov- 
ernment has given on reserve 
positions,” one said. 

Police say the 21-year-old com- 
puter maintenance technician had 
apparently had no thoughts of 
using the secret information on 
the 11 Brazilian-made tapes but 
hoped to erase the data and sell 
them for a few dollars apiece. 

“He's a poor boy, we’re poor 
people," said Mr. Ferreira's 
mother, Maria Lourdes Araujo. 
“He tried to support his family 
with this Kittle thing that he did. 
He didn’t do anything wrong." 

Mr. Ferreira, who handed the 
diskettes to a friend to safeguard 
and was so worried about getting 
caught that be even suggested 
they be destroyed, confessed 
Wednesay “because the pressure 
was getting to be too much,” 
federal police said. 

He was charged with theft and 
released pending trial. 

“The important thing is that 
the diskettes were recovered and 
that the people who were re- 
sponsible were identified,” said 
Antonio Carlos Monteiro, head 
of the central bank’s Department 
of International Reserves Opera- 


Brazil 


Cions, where the disks were 
stored. 

Mr. Ferreira, employed by a 
company contracted to maintain 
computers, was working on a 
terminal at bank headquarters 
when be saw a maroon-and-beige 
storage box “with used computer 
disks tfaa; were in very bad condi- 
tion,” his statement said. 

He walked out of the building 
with the box in a briefcase, Bank 
officials noticed they were mis- 
sing that day and alerted Presi- 
dent Franco. 

Mr. Ferreira, who lives with his 
mother m a working dass suburb, 
said that after leaving the bank 
offices he ran into a friend, com- 
puter technician Clandio de 
Melo, 20. Mr. Ferreira asked him 
to bold on to the diskettes. 

A few days later he asked Mr. 
De Melo to destroy them “be- 
cause they are complicating my 
life,” his ’ depo si tion said. Mr. De 
Melo instead gave them to 
another computer technician , 
Robson da Rocha, 19, who said 
be needed some blank disks. 

After Mr. Ferreira confessed, 
agents recovered the diskettes at 
Mr. Da Rocha's workplace. He 
and. Mr. De Melo have not been 
charged. 


Low demand puts Ferrari 
off fast track 


MARANELLO, Italy (R) — 
Sports car maker Ferrari has said 
it would lay off 700 workers for 
four weeks in February and 
March, its third such move since 
November aimed at cutting pro- 
duction due to dwindling de- 
mand. Ferrari SPA, owned by 
Italian car giant Fiat SPA, said 
700 workers at the Maranello 
plant in northern Italy would be 
laid off for the first two weeks of 
February and the first two weeks 


of March. Some 970 workers 
'were laid off from Nov. 3 to IS 
after the firm reported a drop in 
demand in the United States, 
Britain and Italy. Ferrari also laid 
off 950 employees for 10 days 
before Christmas because of 
weak demand on Italian and fore- 
ign markets. November was the 
first time it had laid off workers 
temporarily since 1974, when 
soaring oil prices forced it to cut 
production. 
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170,706 

6.100 

5.120 

5.200 

19,906 

28.390 


28.900 

52,575 

24.000 


From 

50,039 

3.980 

3.960 

3.090 

--42,902 

-4.180 
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-■2.500 

- 2J70 

2.530 

50.235 

4.250 

4.250 

4.290 

• 15,504 

4 HUM 

4.180 

- 4.200 

10,365 

3.400 

3.400 

3.40O 

55,100 

9.550 

5.510 

5.510 

22,162 

5.500 

5.660 

5.650 

54.005 

1.860 

1.860 

1.060 

1.900 

3.800 

3. BOO 

3. BOO 

672 

3.200 

3.360 

3.360 

6,353 

3.680 

3.850 

3.850 

1,833 

2.850 

3.820 

2.820 

196,990 

4.000 

4.020 

3.980 

888 

3.600 

3.550 

3.550 

11.936 

3.350 

3.360 

3.370 

42.546 

1.690 

1.700 

1.710 

3.647 

1.150 

1.160 

1.160 

13.518 

5.690 

5.900 

5.900 

14,027 

2.650 

2.670 

2.700 

142,822 

4.840 


4.830 

36,117 

1.770 

1.760 

1.710 

15,799 

0.890 

0.890 

0.890 

693 

1.250 

1.260 

1.260 

286 

1.410 

1.420 

l.UO 

23,201 

1.470 

1.470 

1.480 

578 

11.000 

11.660 

11.550 

140,433 

2.450 

2.450 

2.510 

50,509 

2.160 

2.370 

2.270 

57,095 

1.880 

1.880 

1.870 

5,575 

4.8S0 

4.830 

4.B5P 


9.580 

9.450 


3,578 

7.700 

7.300 

7.500 

4,263 

2.950 

2.980 


89,005 

6.720 

6.750 

6.690 

37,059 

10.460 

10.400 

10.420 

157,401 

7.180 

7.280 

7.260 

18,500 

8.200 

6.200 

8.200 

98,847 

2.550 

2.550 

2.580 

99,694 

4.000 

4.000 

4.030 


4.700 

4.660 

4.700 

101,258 

3.350 

3.360 

3.520 

18,646 

3.390 

3.400 

3.400 

13,580 

3.900 

3.930 

3.900 

11,520 

0.810 

0.810 
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11.400 

11.400 

11.400 

151,902 

3.280 

3.300 

3.330 

121,178 

12.450 
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12.550 

18,189 

1.150 

1.170 


409 
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2.040 

2.040 

33,349 

2.100 

2.180 


13,245 

0-690 

0.700 
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Kpyin Costoer.and Whitofiy Houston 

BODYGUARD 

V Shows: '1230. 3:1S. &00. &». KUO / 

\ Free Car Parking / 


Danny Glover - in 

FLIGHT OF THE INTRUDER 

Shows: 1130. 3:30. 6:IS. 8:30. 1030 

^ THE BUGS BUNNY . y 




S ~ L Tel: 675571V 

/ Nabfl Al Mastuni Theatre \ 


i ^ — “ 


NabU & Hisham Theatre | 


Tuesday January 5th marks the opening 
of the new theatre season presenting: 



Daily at 8:30 pm 
Tickets office open aO day 




Daily presents at 8:30 p.m. (except Satur- 
_ days and Sundays). 

‘ Extra show Thursdays at 4:30 p.m. 

“Welcome New World Order Play/93” 

■ ■ In a new form. 

Box office opens daily for booking and reservation. 




Toyota, 
Nissan 
and Lexus 
raise prices 

DETROIT (AP) ^ Three 
Japanese automakers announced 
price increases Friday, following 
similar decisions in the last week 
by two U.S. automakers. 

This is the third consecutive 
year Japanese makers have in- 
creased prices after model year 
introductions. 

Previously, the jumps were 
blamed on currency fluctuations 
that increased the value of the 
Japanese yen against the U.S. 
dollar. 

But Toyota spokesman John 
Hanson said the increase was 
“aimed primarily at increased 
costs in operations andmamrfao 
.turing.”.; .. 

Toyota Motor Safes USA, said 
it would ' raise 1993 model prices 
an average $175, or 1.2 per cent. 
The highest increases were three 
per cent on the Land Cruiser 
sport utility truck, up $950, and 
the MR2 sports coupe, up $638- 
Tbe smallest increase was one per 
cent or $193, on the Camry 
sedan. 

The Corolla Compact andTlOO 
pickup truck were exempt be- 
cause they are new models this 
year. 

Lexus, Toyota's luxury, car re- 
vision, raised prices an average of 
1.2 per cent effective Feb. 26. 
Hie highest increase was $500, or 
1.4 per cent, on the SC300 coupe. 
The lowest increase was $400, or 
0.9 per cent, on the LS400. 

Lexus said its new GS300 will 
have a base sticker price of 
$37,500 when it goes on sale in 
late February. Lexus expects to 
sell 25,000 of the new model. 

■ Nissan Motor Corp. USA said 
it will raise prices $200 to $300 on 
selected models of its new AJtima 
sedan effective Monday. * 

Aftima, which has been a hot 
seller since bang introduced last 
fall, kept its base model at 
$12^99. 

Yeltsin gets 
pay raise 

MOSCOW fR) — Russia’s par- 
liament has decided to raise presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin's monthly: sal- 
ary to the equivalent of $125, 
ITAR-TASS news agency said. It 
said parliament set Mr. Yeltsin’s 
salary at 72,000 roubles. TASS 
did not give Mr. Yeltsin’s earlier 
salary, but the increase appeared 
only to keep the president abreast 
of inflation that has racked the 
country since market re f orms be- 
gan last January. The average 
monthly salary is 13,000 roubles. 
Oil workers in remote parts of 
Siberia earn about the same as 
Mr. Yeltsin. 


Kuwait Investment Office 
appeals against Spanish 

Judge’s rejection of lawsuit 


MADRID (R) — The Kuwait 
Investment Office (KIO) has., 
appealed against rejection by a 
Spanish judge of its law suit 
against seven former managers of 
its Spanish holding company Gra- 
pe Toms, its legal representa- 
tives have said. 

Judge Miguel Moreiras de- 
clined the KIO suit on Tuesday 
on procedural grounds, saying 
the Madrid Court of First Inst- 
ance must first finish considering 
an application for suspension of 
payments by Grupo Toms. 

Whether or not there are cri- 
minal charges to pursue depends 
on die civil court's findings, be 
said. 

KIO fifed suit against a number 
of former Toms managers, in- 
cluding Catalan financier Javier 
de la Rosa and former KIO 
general manager Fouad Jaffar on 
Jan. 8, citing fraud and other 
crimes which it says led to losses 
of about $1 billion. 

Toms filed for receivership in 
December with losses of around 
$14 billion. 

Grupo Toms had built up sub- 
stantial holdings in some of the 
largest property, chemical and 
food companies, some of which 
are also in receivership. 

KIO chief Afi Rashid A1 Badr 
was quoted as saying in Kuwait 
that KIO will stay in the Spanish 
market despite losses in Spain 
and will seek an overall improve- 
ment in the management of its 
worldwide portfolio. 


“The KIO will not withdraw 
from the Spanish market and will 
continue to hunt for good invest- 
ment opportunities.” Sheikh 
Badr told the official Kuwait 
News Agency KUNA in a report 
published late Friday. 

Sheikh Badr, reiterating earlier 
estimates, said preliminary fi- 
gures put losses from Spanish 
holding company Grupo Toms 
S.A. over the past six years at $5 
billion, KUNA said. 

Spain, concerned about a 
possible abrupt withdrawal of 
Kuwaiti investment, said last 
month it had secured commit- 
ments from Kuwait to ensure any 
disinvestment from Spain did not 
cause the collapse of companies 
there. 

“I am confident the official’s 
future transactions will improve 
considerably,” Sheikh Badr was 
quoted as saying of KIO's global 
strategy. 

“Die new policy now aims at 
ridding the KIO of losing ven- 
tures and consolidating the suc- 
cessful ones,” he added. 

“The KIO in vestment costs in 
Torres over the past six years, 
including loans and contribu- 
tions, totalled some $5 billion," 
Sheikh Badr was quoted as 
saying. 

“But a final count of the actual 
losses depends on liquidation of 
the group's holdings and the 
money that wiD be collected from 
the misappropriators.’ ' he 
pointed out. 


He said the KIO made monthly 
transfers of about $100 million to 
Torres until the first quarter of 
1992 to settle its financial obliga- 
tions and finance affiliated com- 
panies. 

Sheikh Badr became KIO 
chairman last year after the re- 
tirement of Sheikh Fahd Moham- 
mad AJ Sabah. 

London-based KIO manages a 
worldwide investment portfolio 
aimed at sustaining future gen- 
erations when the country’s oil 
runs out. 

The fund was estimated, before 
the Gulf war at about 5100 billion 
but war expenses including mas- 
sive payments to U.S.-led allies, 
restoration of oilfields, as well as 
alleged misuse of investment 
funds, has brought the level down 
to around $40 billion, economists 
say. 

A1 Qabas newspaper said there 
was concern in some Asian in- 
vestment markets that the KIO 
would continue to liquidate assets 
in the region. 

The report, based on unnamed 
sources, said Kuwaiti investments 
in Singapore and Malaysia stood 
at about $608 million — the level 
of Kuwaiti investment in Singa- 
pore alone in late 1990. 

The report said Kuwaiti invest- 
ments in Japan stood pre-war at 
$10 billion, about 13 per cent of 
the portfolio's stake in major 
industrialised countries. The re- 
port gave no figure for current 
Kuwaiti investment in Japan. 


African bankers agree 
to set up‘Afreximbank’ 


CAIRO (R) — African central 
and commercial banks agreed 
plans Friday to set up an import- 
export bank with a capital of $500 
million to boost trade within the 
continent and with the rest of the 
world. 

“An understanding was 
readied during the meeting con- 
cerning^' new bank — the Afri- 
can 'Export- Import Bank (Afrcx- 
hnbank) to be created to finance 
and facilitate trade among Afri- 
can states and with the rest of the 
world,” the project's main spon- 
sor, the African Development 
Bank (ADB) announced in a 
statement. 

Afreximbank aims to help ex- 
porters hamstrung by Africa's 
weak commercial banking net- 
work and the high cost of financ- 
ing trade through banks outside 
die continent. 

A two-day meeting in Cairo of 
African central and commercial 


banks and ministers gave no date 
for establishing the bank but 
agreed to set up a 12-member 
committee to finalise details. 

"There is a genuine institution- 
al and finandal gap in Africa’s 
trading fraufeworfc to be addres- 
sed by the establishment of the 
Afreximbank,'' said the state- 
mem read by an ADB official at 
the end of the meeting. ■ - 3 

.Afreximbank aims to increase 
official intra-African trade from 
its present low level of nearly five 
per cent of the continent's total 
trading volume to about 20 per 
cent over die next few years, 
ADB officials said. 

One aim is to promote non- 
tracbtional exports to comple- 
ment the commodities and raw 
materials Africa already supplies 
to industrial nations. 

The statement said the bank 
would be set up with a minimum 
capital of $500 million by an 
agreement among African states. 


ADB President Babacar 
Ndiaye said governments’ share- 
holdings would be limited to pre- 
vent them from controlling the 
bank. 

He said the meeting, attended 
by 27 central banks, 30 commer- 
cial banks and ministers, agreed 
to set up a 12-member committee 
‘to facilitate and ensure the suc- 
cessful-completion of the tran- 
sition al phase leading to the laun- 
ching of the proposed bank.” 

He said the committee would 
meet in March to finalise the 
bank's legal and institutional 
structure and membership, de- 
tails of bow it would operate, and 
when it could be launched. 

The headquarters is planned to 
be in a North African country 
which would provide a gateway to 
Europe as well as a base for the 
flow of trade between Africa and 
otter parts of the world. 

Egypt has officially applied to 
host the bank. 


Togo general strike hits 
phosphates exports 


KPEME (R) — Togo’s struggling 
phosphates industry has been hit 
hard by an indefinite general 
strike fed by opponents of Presi- 
dent Gnassuigbe Eyadema. - 

Banks, ministries, companies, 
schools and public transport, as 
well as the Office Togolais des 
Phosphates (OTP), all ground to 
a bait on Nov. 16. Opposition 
'parties, relying on popular sup- 
port and a degree of coercion, are 
hoping the strike wOl fatally en- 
feeble Mr. Eyadema. 

The strike in itself has been 
serious for OTP, the country’s 
biggest industry and largest single 
exporter. 

But the world market for phos- 
phates, the raw material for ferti- 
lisers, is itself shrinking and the 
outlook for OTP is really bleak 
unless a settlement is reached 
soon. 

That looks unlikely, especially 
after Mr. Eyadema’s security 
forces killed at least 17 demon- 
strators on Jan. 25. 

In a statement the day after the 
massacre the strike leaders, 
grouped in a coalition known as 
COD2, urged “the Togolese peo- 
ple not to lose heart bnt to 
redouble their determination to 


achieve final victory." 

At Kpeme, OTP's processing 
plant and loading port 35 
kilometres west along the Atlan- 
tic coast from the capital Lome, 
the big machines are silent. The 
last of the pre-strike stockpile, 
which workers had agreed to load 
on vessels, .ran out- Tuesday. 

“OTP has never faced so many 
problems since it came into exist- 
ence,” said Claude Moraitis, 
director-general of the state- 
owned company. 

“At the moment we have 
agreed with Senegal to honour 
any shipments we can’t cover,” 
he said in an interview. 

OTP already had a mountain of 
problems before the strike. 

World for phosphates has 
shrunk by 25 per cent in the past 
decade. 

Privatisations in Mexico and 
India hit two of Togo’s major 
buyers. The European market is 
in jeopardy because the environ- 
mentalist lobby is gunning for 
dirty industries making raw phos- 
phates into fertilisers and other 
products. 

Pressure from the European 
Greens is encouraging buyers to 


switch to Morocco, the world's 
biggest producer, which proces-' 
ses the phosphates locally. 

“We tried very hard last year to 
find new markets but then the 
general strike intervened,” Mr. 
Moraitis said. 

He was appointed boss in 1991 
as part of a clean break with 
OTP's past. Mr. Eyadema’s 
opponents had accused the presi- 
dent of running the enterprise as 
a personal bank. 

OTP, which sits on known re- 
serves of at least 100 million 
tonnes, managed to export 2.1 
million tonnes in 1992, about one 
million tonnes less than the pre- 
vious year. The 1993 goal was ■ 
also two million, half to a Cana- 
dian buyer, for a projected 
annual turnover of about $80 
million. 

If the strike ends quickly, or if 
OTP can agree a “minimum ser- 
vice” deal with unions, the dam- 
age will not be lasting. 

At one stage workers were 
ready to resume enough produc- 
tion at inland quarries to honour 
delivery contracts. 

But the strike organisers did 
not sanctions the deal. 


Porsche expects growing losses in current year 


STUTTGART (R) — Luxury* 
sports car maker Porsche expects 
a loss of 120 million marks ($76 
miDion) in the first half of the 
current financial year and an even - 
bigger shortfall over the full 12 
months, foe company has said. 

But Porsche's management was 
already looking ahead to the 
1993/94 year starting on Aug, 1 
and hoped drastic job cuts, res- 
tructuring and a new model poli- 
cy would bring recovery, 

“At the moment we are in the 
bottom of the valley,” Wendetin 
Wiedeking, the new mangement 
board chairman of Dr.-log. H.C. 
F. Porsche A.G., said, adding he 
hoped to break even in 1993/94. 

But, in the meantime, he raid 


demand for cars in Germany was 
expected to plunge, an economic 
recovery in the key U.S. market 
was getting under way only slowly 
and Porsche had to shoulder the 
cost of trimming its workforce by 
almost 20 per cent. 

“In the current year we expect 
■a further decline in sales and 
earnings,” Mr. Wiedeking said. 

Mr. Wiedeking, 40, and his 
chief financial officer Walter 
Gnauert declined to give a speci- 
fic loss forecast for tbe-fuU year, 
citing uncertainty about the eco- 
nomy in Germany, Europe and 
tiie United States. 

"We will be happy if we don’t 
have a loss of 240 million ($152 
million) for the full year,” Mr. 


Gnauert replied when asked if 
the first half loss could double in 
the frill year. 

“I cannot give you a serious 
earnings forecast,” he added. 

Analyst Joachim Bemsdorff of 
Bank Julius Baer A.G. was 
among those not surprised by 
Porsche's forecast, saying he had 
expected for a few months that it 
would report a loss for the cur- 
rent year of around 150 million 
marks ($95 million. 

Although Mr. Bemsdorff 
agreed with Porsche that it should 
fare much better in 1993/94, the 
final verdict will first come in the 
mid-1990s when a new line of 
sports cars emerge. 

“Nineteen-nine ty-five will be 


the year of truth,” he said. 

Porsche plunged into a loss of 
65.8 million marks ($42 million) 
in the 1991/92 financial year, 
which ended last July 31, after a 
slim profit of 17.1 million marks 
($10.8 million) in the previous 12 
months. 

For the first half, Mr. Wiedek- 
ing predicted a toss 120 million 
marks, up from a gap of just 2 
million marks ($1.25 million) in 
the same period of 1991-92. 

For the full year 1992/93 year, 
Mr. Wiedking said be expects 
Porsche’s sales to fall to 1.7 bil- 
lion marks ($1.1 billion) to 1.9 
billion marks ($1.2 billion), down 
from 2.68 bulkm marks ($1.7 
billion). 






























































































































World News 


Bosnian, Croatian fighting eases; 


Muslims, Serbs refuse peace plan 


■ BELGRADE (R) — Fighting 
leased on the icy war fronts of 
former Yugoslavia Saturday as 
.Bosnia's waning factions were' 
•warned they face international 
: action if they scuttle a peace plan 
t ironed out m five months of talks. 

At a Geneva peace conference, 
.'only Bosnia’s Groats signed a 
'three-part package, which in- 
cludes a ceasefire, a new constitu- 
: tiop and a new provincial struc- 
ture for the country. 

• Serb leader Radovan Karadzic 
•signed the constitutional prinri- 
,ples and the military accord, but 
; Muslim President Alija Izetbego- 
•vie would sign only the consti tu- 
ition al principles he already 
; a greed to earlier this month. 

■ Diplomats said bilateral talks 
looold be held later to pressure the 
;two sides. The Geneva negoti- 
ations were set to continue once 
I the mediators had won United 
; Nations approval for their plan. 

; As the three sides sat down for 
•a make-or-break session with 
I mediators Lord Owen and Cyrus 
;Vance, Lord Owen warned they 
■woold ask the United Nations to 
!“use the necessary powers 
jwhether they be political, econo- 
;mic or military to impose this 
I settlement” against any party 
;which rejected it. 

; The Muslims are most strongly 
opposed to the plan, saying it will 
reward Serb aggression by giving 
them land they have seized and 
•enshrine ethnic divisions. 

! Bosnia’s Serbs accepted die 
first, constitutional part of the 
package at tbe last round of talks 
.in Geneva early this month. 

They have been under strong 
■pressure m recent weeks from the 
government in Belgrade, their 
main tracker, to accept a peace 
-formula as a way of getting inter- 
national sanctions lifted, imposed 
on Serbia because of its role in- 
die Bosnian conflict. 

After nearly a month of fierce 


fighting across hundreds of 
itilometres from eastern Croatia 
to the Bosnian border with Ser- 
bia, a rare lull apparently set in 
with much of the country in the 
grip of tee and. snow. 

In Bosnia, there was some 
overnight shelling of the Seib- 
besieged capital of Sarajevo and 
only two heavy Muslim-Serb 
dashes were reported, m tbe Tnzla 
area about 75 kilometres to the 
north of tbe city and on the River 
Drina border to the east. 

In Croatia, where a new war 
front is in its second week, rebel 
Serbs said they would observe 
U.N. calls for a ceasefire in a 
region around the crippled Peru- 
ca hydroelectric dam so repair 
work can be carried out. 

British engineers were due in 
Zagreb to help in the work, 
although Croatian officials said 
fears the dam would burst and 
cause massive damage and loss of 
life were diminishing. ' 

Croatian forces suddenly 
pushed across a U.N.-monitored 
year-old ceasefire line nine days 
ago and seized strategic areas 
along tbe border of the Serb-held 
enclave of Krajma. 

After talks with U.N. officials 
in Krajina's main city of Knin, 
Defence Minister Stojan Spano- 
vic said there would be no Serb 
move to recapture their former 
positions while the dam was being 
repaired under U.N. protection. 

Tbe huge concrete structure 
was damaged in three places dur- 
ing heavy fighting around its 
strategic location at tbe head of a 
long valley leading down to the 
Adriatic Sea. 

U.N. officials said 21 of their 
civilian police monitors, who had 
been confined since Sunday to a 
hotel in Benkovac, on the west- 
ern edge of Krajma, after the 
town was caught up in the fight- 
ing, were freed and taken to Knin 
Thursday and Friday. 


In Zagreb, official radio re- 
ported only one artillery due! 
during the night, at a village near 
Kariovae 50 Itilometres southwest 
of the capital. There were no 


T its of injuries. 

central Bosri 


In central Bosnia, a truce 
appeared to be holding between 
Muslims and Croats — supposed 
allies against the Serbs — after 
weeks of heavy fighting sparked 
by the peace plan’s proposed 
carve-op of tbe former Yugoslav 
republic's ethnically-mixed heart- 
land. 

Meanwhile, Ukraine Friday 
denied that it had violated U.N. 
sanctions against Yugoslavia, 
saying oil reaching Serbian ports 
through Ukrainian territory ori- 
ginated in other countries. 

A Foreign Ministry statement 
said oil loaded onto Serb barges 
in Ukraine’s Danube port of Reni 
was processed in five other coun- 
tries for shipment to Austria, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia and 
tbe former Czechoslovakia. 

Five tugs have taken oil loaded 
in Reni to Serbian ports on the 
Danube, defying demands from 
Bulgarian and Romanian author- 
ities to stop in the name of the 
sanctions imposed against Bel- 
grade for its rede in the civil war 
in Bosnia. 

Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk, speaking at the World 
Economic Forum in Switzerland, 
also denied Ukraine had violated 
the sanctions, saying “not a single 
litre” of Ukrainian oil was aboard 
the barges. 

In a separate development, 
senior U.S. military officials said 
Friday, enforcing a nofly zone or 
supplying Bosnian Muslims with 
arms would do little to stop Serb 
aggression in Bosnia. 

Tbe officers, testifying before 
the Senate Armed Services Com- 
mittee, said most of the violations 
of the no-fly zone outlined by tbe 
United Nations last Oct. 9 have 


Progress made at Angola peace talks 


ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) — 
The Angolan government and its 
UNITA rebel foes have made 
progress at three-day-old peace 
talks but there is scant hope of a 
ceasefire being agreed, delegates 
raid. . 4 

They said talks continued 
Saturday to review progress on 
political issues and the session 
could be extended until Sunday if 
it seemed possible to hammer out 
an. end to fighting across the 
country. 

“If there is the slightest chance 
of a ceasefire being agreed, we 
would meet again tomorro w ," 
said one diplomat attending the 
talks. 

“If not, we'll probably wrap up 
today with a broad agreement to 
meet again in a week or so 
somewhere else and push this 
process along,” be added. 

Delegates said a United Na- 


tions Security Council Resolution 
extending the mandate of a U.N. 
peacekeeping force in Angola 
had given tbe peace process some 
momentum and a breathing space 
in which to bring the two 
together. 

The' Security Council Friday 
unanimously renewed the man- 
date of U.N. peacekeepers in 
Angola to April 30 bat permitted 
die United Nations to cut down 
its presence if security in the west 
African country continued to de- 
teriorate. 

“No one is going to win tins 
war, so talks are the only way 
out. It is a positive sign that 
negotiation has begun,” said 
another delegate to the talks in 
Addis Ababa. 

Spokesman . for tbe National 
Union for the .Total Independ- 
ence of Angola (UNITA) said 
they were pressing for the dis- 


banding of riot police squads as a 
condition for agreeing on other 
issues at the talks. 

Bat delegates said the govern- 
ment had agreed to put the police 
under the supervision of UN- 
AVEM, tbe United Nations 
Force in Angola, and could not 
understand UNITA’s objections. 

They said UNITA was also 
demanding guarantees that any 
ceasefire would be honoured. 
The previous truce agreed in 
November broke down within 48- 
boms and fighting has raged ever 
since. 

Meanwhile, government troops 
struggled to. recapture the rebel 
stronghold of Huambo, where 
thousands of people have been 
reported killed in three weeks of 
fighting. 

Downed phone Hoes across 
most of the spaisely populated 
country make it difficult to know 


which side has the upper hand. 

But the seasoned UNITA 
forces were believed to have 
effective control of more than 75 
per cent of the vast southern 
African nation. 


Huambo. Angola's second 
largest city, has been headquar- 
ters to Jonas Savimbi’s UNITA 
rebels since they took np arms on 
Oct. 31, renewing a 16-year dvfl 
war. 


Army Chief of Staff Joao De 
Matos said government troops 
controlled strategic access around 
Huambo and were shelling the 
city 530 Itilometres southeast of 
Luanda, which they first attacked 
on Jan. 9. 


an army statement broadcast 
Friday on state television said 
that government troops defeated 
a rebel battalion in Huambo. No 
further details were given. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ghali to visit Cambodia 


At least 50 dead in’ Kenyan train crash 


■ PHNOM PENH (R) — U.N. Secretary-General Boutros Ghali is 
to visit Cambodia from Feb. 19 to 21. a U.N. spokesman said. Dr. 
GhaH is to inspect the work of the U.N. Transitional Authority in 
Cambodia (UNTAQ, a 22.000-strong peacekeeping operation 
costing more than S2 billion that is organising national elections 
-for May. UNTAC was deployed in March 1992 as the most 
ambitious and expensive operation of its kind. Dr. Ghali last 
1 visited Cambodia in April last year. 


Gore, Rutskol talk on telephone 


NAIROBI (R) — At least 50 people were killed Saturday when a 
commuter train carrying about 600 passengers plunged into a river 
near Mombasa, railway officials said. “At least five coaches 
plunged into a sweDing river and were washed away because of 
current heavy rains,” a senior official told Reuters by telephone 
from tbe Indian Ocean city of Mombasa. “More people are still 
missing and the death toll could rise,” tbe official added. “The 
train was carrying some 600 passengers and we have no idea just 
bow many may have drowned. 


.MOSCOW (AP) — Vice presidents A1 Gore of the United States 
-and Alexander Rutskoi of Russia discussed U.N. sanctions' 
. against Iraq and former Yugoslavia in a telephone conversation, 
.the ITAR-TASS News Agency said. The men agreed on the need 
■ to cooperate in settling the issues. ITAR-TASS said. They also 
reaffirmed support for the START IT disarmament treaty signed 
Jast month between President Boris Yeltsin and then-President 
George Bush. Mr. Gore said Russia is the Clinton administration 
. -top priority in foreign affairs and the United States “is ready to do 
its best to contribute to the development of Russian democracy 
mad market reforms," ITAR-TASS said. The men agreed on the 
. -need for joint efforts to bring home any remaining Soviet soldiers 
still held in Afghanistan, as well as work to find information about 
Americans who may have been in the Soviet Union. 


U.S. Republicans elect new chairman 


World's richest man dies at 88 


TOKYO ( AP) — Taikichiro Mori, ranked by Forbes magazine as 
tbe world’s richest man, died of heart failure Saturday at a Tokyo 
hospital, a company official said. He was 88. Mr. Mori, a 
landowner and president of Mori Building Co., was worth an 
estimated $13 billion, heading an empire of 83 buildings on some 
of tbe world’s most expensive land. In person, Mr. Mori was 
unpretentious, often seen working at his office wearing a 
traditional kimono. In an interview with the Associated Press two 


ST. LOUIS (AP) — The departing Republican National Chair- 
man revived a bitter party fight by warning that the GOP is on a 
“sure path to disaster” unless it softens its unyielding opposition 
to abortion and an image of intolerance. “America is getting more 
diverse, not more lookalike,” Rich Bond said in a forceful 
farewell address to tbe Republican National Committee. “Our 
job is to recognise this change and offer platforms and candidates 
and policies that reflect changing times and do not ding to 
zealotry masquerading as principle and the stale ideas of the dead 
and dying past.” Mr. Bond’s bitter pill drew some bitter responses 
from party conservatives as the RNC elected Mississippi political 
strategist Haley Barbour the party’s new chairman. Mr. Barbour, 
45, a Mississippi conservative who opposed abortion in an 
unsuccessful 1982 Senate campaign, said Mr. Bond was right in 
saying Republicans needed to settle their abortion disagreement 
and focus instead on shared economic and national defence views. 
“We are the party of inclusion,” he said. 


Taiwan premier to resign 


years ago, be acknowledged feeling uncomfortable about being 
labelled the world's richest man. Forbes accorded him that title in 


1991 and 1992. Taking advantage of the rapid postwar economic 
growth in Japan, Mr. Mori built his empire, starting from two 
buildings owned by his father. 


Clinton spends weekend in mountains 


WASHINGTON (AP) — President Bill Clinton is taking along 
the whole cabinet for his first weekend at Camp David, turning it 
into a “retreat” where members of the new administration can get 
to know each other better and map strategy. The group was 
gathering Saturday at the presidential compound in Catoctin 
Mountains, outside Washington, for a two-day strategy session. 
“They will be talking about the president's long-term legislative 
agenda, particularly economic refonn, political reform, health 
care awl national service, and working out how best to work 
together to achieve those objectives.” said Press Secretary Dee 
Dee Myere. It will be Mr. Clinton's first visit to Camp David, and 
Ms. Myers predicted the president will be a frequent visitor to the 
rustic Maryland getaway about 12) kilometres from the White 
House. 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan’s Premier Hau Pei-Tsun announced 
Saturday that he would resign to end a fierce struggle between 
liberal and conservative factions in the ruling Nationalist Party. 
“In order to conform with the current political situation, I have 
decided not to remain in the post of premier, and will complete 
the necessary formalities to resign hi the next few days,” Mr. Hau 
said in a statement. Mr. Hau, a leader of the Nationalists’ 
conservative wing, had come under intense pressure to quit by the 
ruling party’s mainstream liberal faction and the main opposition 
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP). Mr. Lin Yang-Kang, head 
of the government’s judicial branch, said Mr. Hau was resigning 
to end a political crisis which erupted after the Nationalists 
suffered a major setback in last month’s general elections to the 
legislature. 


5 killed in Tajik border shootout 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian guards killed five smugglers in a 
shootout on hte border between Tajikistan and Afghanistan, 
ITAR-TASS News Agency said Friday. Nine smugglers tried to 
break through to Afghanistan in a truck. Five of the smugglers 
were killed, one was captured and the other three escaped into 
Afghan territory. There were no casualties among the border 
guards TASS did not say what goods the smugglers were trying to 
take across the border. 
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been resupply missions from 
Croatia to Muslims, and not Serb 
warplanes. 

The last reported violation by a 
Bosnian Serb fixed-wing aircraft 
was Dec. 5, enforcing the cap 
would make “no appreciable 
military difference,” said Rear 
Adm. Mike W. Cramer, director 
of cmrent intelligence for tbe 
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Enforcing the no-fly zone and 

lifting the embargo on arms trans- 
fers to the beleaguered Muslims 
are two possibilities being studied 
by the United States and its allies 
as they search for ways to stop tbe 
carnage m the former Yugoslav 
state. 

During tbe presidential cam- 
paign, then-candidate Bill Clin- 
ton criticised President George 
Bush for not doing enough in 
Bosnia. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher said Thursday 
that the administration continues 
to explore a “wide range of op- 
tions" bat is not dose to a ded- 





A C rnntia a policeman looks at the des tr oyed part af the hyd ro e lectric pow e r station at the Pemca 
m southern Croatia (AFP photo) 


French, Belgian troops arrive in Zaire 


sion. 

Tbe military officials acknow- 
ledged that Muslim forces are 
vastly outgunned try the Serbs, 
but Lt. Gen. Martin L. Brand- 
titer, director of operations, in the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Office, said 
the outcome of lifting' the aims 
embargo for the Muslims would 
“just be more chaos.” 

“Each of the sides would con- 
tinue to acquire illicit and legal- 
ised support,” Gen. Brandtner 
said. “I think it would just be 
contributing to the violence and 
would have no salutary effect.” 

Tbe officers were even stronger 
in warning of die dangers of 
sending ground troops to end 
fighting in Bosnia. "The cost 
would be very heavy, it would be 
very long-term,” Gen. Brandtner 
said. Without a specific and very 
focused objective, “this would be 
an enormous pool that would 
drain resources.” 


BRAZZAVILLE (Agencies) — 
Some 300 Belgian paratroops ar- 
rived in Congo Saturday, joining 
French soldiers primed to evacu- 
ate foreigners from Zaire’s riot- 
torn capital Kinshasa. 

Belgian military sources said 
the 330 troops, part of a 500-man 
force earmarked by Brussels for 
the operation, were prepared to 
cross die Congo River to Kinsh- 
asa in defiance of Zaire's Presi- 
dent Mobutu Sese Seko. 

Mr. Mobutu, who is staying in 
his remote northern stronghold at 
Gbadohte, gave clearance Friday 
for French troops to enter the 
vast African country on huma- 
nitarian grounds , but said soldiers 
from former colonial power Bel- 
gium were not welcome. 

A controv e rsial banknote that 
sparked the riots is still in circula- 
tion, sources dose to Mr. Mobutu 
said Saturday. 

Belgian radio reported Friday 
night that the five-million zaire 
note — worth less than $2 — had 
been withdrawn by presidential 
decree. 

There was a tense lull in Kinsh- 
asa Saturday after the army-led 
riots in which at least 45 people 
died, but fleeing expatriates said 
they feared there was worse to 
come. 

Sporadic gunshots could be 
heard in tbe city Friday night 
from across tbe Congo River in 
Brazzaville, the Congolese capit- 
al. 

Diplomatic sources in radio 
contact with Kinshasa said it was 
relatively quiet Saturday but 
there were still some reports of 
shooting and tension remained 
very high. Sc?«- * olumns of 


smoke could be seen on the sky- 
line. 

They said the dty centre had 
been completely plundered by 
military and civilian looters in' 
riots started by mutinous soldiers 
last Thursday. 

“What’s most worrying is that 
everything has been practically 
destroyed, so there's no food,” 
one Western diplomat said. 

Tbe soldiers went on the ram- 
page after shops and markets 
refused to accept their wages paid 
in the new five-million-zaire 
banknotes. 

The rotes, Zaire’s highest donouna- 
tioa, were issued by Mr. Molratn. 
but rejected by opposition Prime 
Minister Etienne Tshtsekedi, who 
says they are inflationary. 

Witnesses said the gun -toting 
soldiers were joined by thousands 
of civilians reduced to desperate 
poverty by unemployment, 
hyperinflation and unpaid wages. 

Mr. Mobutu’s elite Presidential 
Guard, tbe DSP, weighed in with 
heavy weapons and grenades to 


strain than usual. 

Diplomatic sources said streets 
were deserted and the DSP had 
banned all traffic in the city cen- 
tre. 

The Belgian troops join 140 
French soldiers on standby in 
Brazzaville, ready to evacuate 
foreigners when the order comes 
from Paris or Brussels. 

“Everything's ready but for the 
moment no decision has been 
taken,” a French embassy 
spokesman in Brazzaville said. 

Belgian officers said they 
would check conditions in Kinsh- 
asa and bring in more troops if 


quell the riots, leaving streets 
littered with corpses of soldiers 


and civilians. Some guardsmen 
did looting of their own. 

Belgian aid workers said they 
counted at least 45 dead, includ- 
ing three foreigners, but tbe 
actual toll is expected to be much 
higher. 

The sprawling dty of three 
nrittiou people was virtually cut 
off from the world Saturday. 
Kinshasa’s international airport 
was dosed and the ferry to Braz- 
zaville was not running for a 
second day. 

Communications, always 
tenuous, were under even more 


Siha 


condemns violence in Cambodia 


PEKING (R) — v jinbodian 
leader Prince 5nrr • - Sihanouk 
bascondeir violence 

in his ooumr> «.iu lied for 
self-restraint by all parties in the 
run-up to elections set for May. 

Speaking on behalf of tbe Sup- 
reme National Council he heads. 
Prince Sihanouk did not mention 
by name the recalcitrant Khmer 
Rouge, which appears unlikely to 
jofe m the polls aimed at creating 
a lasting peace in a country rack- 
ed by dvil war. 

“We... condemn all acts and 


forms of violence (assassinations 
with political motives, racist 
crimes, harassment, intimidation, 
menace, political terrorism, etc.) 
against Cambodians or foreigners 
in Cambodia,” the prince said in 
a statement 

“We call on all political parties, 
armed and unarmed factions and 
tbe entire world to constantly 
observe self-restraint in their atti- 
tudes, acts and relations towards 
and with each other.” 

Meanwhile, Hanoi has rejected 
a charge by the radical Khmer 


Rouge that Vietnamese troops 
are still in Cambodia, saying tbe 
guerrillas used that daim to de- 
fend recent massacres of Viet- 
namese residents, official Hanoi 
newspapers said Friday. 


Hanoi’s three main dailies 
quoted a spokesman of the Viet- 
namese embassy in Phnom Penh 
as saying the Khmer Rouse was 
using the unsubstantiated claim 
about Vietnamese troops to 
sabotage the United Nations 
peace process in Cambodia. 


PAC attacks ANC-Pretoria talks 


HARARE (R) — The Pan Afri- 
canist Congress (PAC) has 
warned the South African gov- 
ernment and tiie African Nation- 
al Congress (ANC) against im- 
posing their bilateral agreement on 
the country, saying such action 


would lead to increased violence. 

“Any attempt to impose bi- 
lateral agreements will lead to 
nothing else but further escala- 
tion of political violence," PAC 
Economic Affairs Secretary 
Sipbo Sbabalala told a meeting of 


Southern African states in Ha- 
ra“We should be vigilant not to 
become nothing more than co- 
managers of reformed apartheid 
structures,” he said in another 
swipe apparently aimed at the 
ANC. 


Clinton decision opens doors 


to di 


, if nothing else 


NEW YORK (AP) — Whether it 
was a dvil rights victory or a 
disciplinary defeat. President Bill 
Clinton's decision Friday to begin 
lifting tbe ban on gays in tbe 
military served one undeniable 


purpose: It got people talking. 

Gay rights advocates greeted 
the president’s announcement as 
a limited victory, while military 
traditionalists predicted dire con- 
sequences. Either way, the ruling 
prompted - candid talk about 
homosexuality — and that alone, 
some people said, was a victory 
for tbe gay rights movement. 

‘Tm pleased this is being dis- 
cussed right now,” said Rich 
Bailey, a 33-year-old computer 
operator in Austin, Texas, who 
was drummed out of the navy in 
1982 for being gay. “The more 
open discussion we have about 

S ys and lesbians, tbe more it 
rces people to confront their 
stereotypes and bigotry.” 
Reaction in the'military varied, 
predictably, with some of those 
on both sides of the issue express- 
ing relief. 

In Columbus, Ga., army Spec. 
Eric Kline said a prayer of thanks 
when he heard that the ban cm 
gays won’t be lifted until at least 
July. He and his roommate at Fort 
Benning, Spec. Corey Heath, 
watched the president’s news 
conference on television at Ran- 
ger Joe’s Barbershop in Col- 


umbus. 

Mr. Clinton announced that he 
had given Defence Secretary Les 
Aspin until July 15 to draft an 
executive order ending the ban. 
Until then, recruiters will refrain 
from asking enlistees about their 
sexual orientation, and discharge 
proceedings against gays already 
in tbe service will be put on bold. 

‘Tm glad they're waiting,” said 
Heath, a tank mechanic from 
Mahomet, 01. “I think everybody 
is going to talk him out of it. I 
hope they will because I certainly 
don’t agree with it. If we have 
gays, I wouldn't want to be in the 
shower room and have someone 
look at me.” 

In Norfolk, Va., Navy Lt. J.G.- 
Tracy Thome expressed relief for 
different reasons. Thome, a for- 
mer A-6 flier, was recommended 
for discharge for being gay. Clin- 
ton’s decision could salvage his 
military career. 

Like many gays, be ridiculed 
tbe argument that easing tbe ban 
would make heterosexuals un- 
comfortable in tbe shower. 

“I have grown up my entire life 
showering with men,” he said. 
“When I get into the shower with 
another man, as I do every day at 
the gym, it's not a sexual experi- 
ence for me. It's just a daily chore 
called showering.” 

Greta Cammenneyer, a lesbian 
who was discharged from the 


Washington State Army National 
Guard last year after a 26-year 
career, said she was “delighted 
that the first movement has been 
made,” but wasn't sure what it 
would mean. 

A spokesman for the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, Steve Van Bur- 
kirk, expressed disappointment. 
“Tbe military’s primary role is to 
fight wars, and we’re concerned 
that lifting die ban will impair 
that,” he said. 

One retired air force officer, 
LL Col. Paul Muehring, said 
opening the military to gays 
would be the most p ro foun d social 
change in the service since racial 
integration in the 1950s. 

“Normally, you look at social 
change as being something for the 
better. But Tm really not sure 
about this step," he said. 

Gay Tights advocates, of 
course, see the issue as an integ- 
ral part of their movement to gain 
equal status in all segments of 
society. 

“Every social change goes 
through the same revolution, like 
civil rights for blacks and 
women’s right to vote,” said one 
gay sailor in Honolulu, who de- 
clined to identify himself. 
“There’s a lot of homophobic 
people in the navy and all bran- 
ches of tbe service, but people in 
the long run are going to accept 



Dhaka housewife 
beats professionals 
to chefs final 


EDINBURGH (R) — A Bang- 
ladeshi housewife has beaten 
hundreds of professional cools to 
reach the final of the Internation- 
al Indian Cbcf of the Year contest 
in Edinburgh. TehminaEnayet of 
Dhaka will be one of eight cooks 
presenting a four-dish meal for 
four people at the final on Feb. 
12. Each will have three hours to 
prepare the menu they submitted 
to an international panel of 
judges. Profits from the contest 
will go to an orphanage in Dhaka 
and a children’s chanty in Scot- 
land. 


Audrey Hepburn 
gets award 
posthumously 


Ten French paratroops have 
already crossed the river to rein- 
force security at their embassy, 
where the French ambassador 
and two other people were shot 
dead Thursday. 

Residents cowered in then- 
homes and more than 700 foreign 
workers were huddled in various 
embassies awaiting evacuation. 

An estimated 3,000 Belgians, 
1,000 French and assorted other 
«u»rifw«k have stayed in or re- 
turned to the vast central African 
country since a similar orgy of 
looting in late 1991, in which 
more than 250 people were kil- 
led. 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Ac- 
tress Audrey Hepburn, who 
died last week of cancer, has been 
awarded the 1992 Kiwanis World. 
Service Medal, tbe or g ani s ation 
announced. Ms. Hepburn was 
honoured by the Indian apofis- 
based service organisation for her 
efforts as a volunteer for the 
United Nation's Children's Fund. 
The fluid works to protect chil- 
dren from disease, starvation and 
natural disaster. This is the first 
time tbe award has been given 
posthumously, said William Lie- 
ber, president of Kiwanis Inter- 
national. He said Ms. Hepburn 
had been chosen for the award 
before her death on Jan. 20 and 
the board of trustees did not want 
to consider a second choice. A 
representative of UNICEF will 
accept tbe medal in honour of 
Ms. Hepburn at the Kiwanis In- 
ternational Convention in Nice, 
France. The award will be accom- 
panied by a $10,0no grant from 
die Kiwanis Interne jonal Found- 
ation, which will be used by 
UNICEF. 


MTV refuses to air 
Paul McCartney 
protest song 


Mr. Mobutu honoured slain 
French Ambassador PhiUppe Ber- 
nard with tbe rank of Comman- 
der in the Z airea n National 
Order of the Leopard Saturday, a 
presidential statement said. 

It added that Mr. Mobutu 
wanted a joint Franco- Zairean 
commission of inquiry into Mr. 
Bernard’s death. 


NEW YORK (R) — MTV, the 
music television network that reg- 
ularly airs sexually suggestive 
videos, has refused to broadcast a. 
segment in which Paul McCart- 
ney uses a profanity in a song. 
The song Big Boys Bickering is 
meant to be an “angry protest 
song against governments’... re- 
fusal to act together against glob- 
al pollution.” tiie ex-Beade’s 
publicists, Dera Associates, said 
in a statement. 'Tbe publicists 
said MTV found the song, with 
tiie word “f...ing” used seven 
times, was “too hot to handle". In 
the song, McCartney says govern- 
ments are “f...ing h up for every- 
one." 


Waxwork Thatcher 
kindles passions 


LONDON (R) — Former British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er is still one of the world’s best 
loved and most hated politicians, 
although she left office two years 
ago, according to visitors to 
Madame Tussaud’s waxwork 
museum in London. The former 
“iron lady", turned out of office 
in November 1990 and now Baro- 
ness Thatcher. topped the politics 
section in the museum’s annual 
popularity poll. But she also 
came third in tbe “most hated 
and feared" category. Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein took tbe 
top hate spot. 


Merchant brings 
rats to justice 


"NAIROBI (R) — A shopkeeper 
walked into a Kenyan police sta- 
tion clutching four live rats and 
demanded that police arrest them 
for ruining his bread supply. “I 
want these rats put in tbe cells 
and charged in court for the 
damage.” the daily Nation 
quoted the man as telling police 
m the west Kenyan border town 
of Busia. “He was grilled to find 
■ out whether her was drunk or 
insane but was found to be sober 
and sound of mind and advised to 
contact tbe public health officer,” 
the newspaper said. It did not say 
what happened to the rats. 


Given away, horse 
wins $4,500 

steeplechase 


HUNTINGDON, England (R) 
— Gift horse Private Awfitioo, 


mvaie Audition, 
who changed hands for five pence 
(seven cents) over a few brandies, 

WfHI a 


JP®* ^c p jjechase race worth 
S»0OG (W>§00) by 20 lengths. 
The 11-year-old, winner of the 
1987 Cesarewitcfa at Newmarket* 
has found a new lease of life since 
ms retirement from the flat two 
Trainer Fexdie Mor- 
phy said: It’s a fab ulous story 
because basically the horseisa 
total cripple and should be in the 
knackers yard.” 
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